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1. Royal Oak, Woodstock Rd (opposite Radcliffe Infirmary Hospital)-large, 
quiet pub which is one of the closest to Keble College. Reasonably 
good food and beer.

2. Eagle & Child,  St. Giles-Good traditional pub grub (Bangers and mash, 
pies etc.) and a reasonable range of ales. Famous for being the 
drinking hole of choice for J.R.R. Tolkien and C.S. Lewis; luckily owners 
have resisted the urge to turn it into a theme park.  

3. Lamb & Flag, St. Giles-Excellent range of ales. Began life as coaching 
inn and has an atmospheric interior. Non-smoking area. 

4. Radcliffe Arms, Cranham St, (off Walton Street) Jericho-One of three 
Jericho pubs on the list along with 5 and 6. This one has the best grub 
and Bookbinders the best beers. Well worth a crawl through these to 
see a little bit of local Oxford rather than the student hub-bub.

5. Harcourt Arms, Cranham Terrace, Jericho (opposite 4) – see 4
6. Old Bookbinders Arms, Victor St,  Jericho (around the corner from 4 

and 5) – free peanuts and a very unusual interior. 
7. White Horse, Broad Street – tiny pub surrounded by Blackwell’s 

bookshop. Maybe hard pressed to find a table late in the day but
certainly a traditional English pub experience.

8. King’s Arms, corner of Parks Road and Holywell St  - A Young’s 
brewery pub which is large and serves good food. During term time it is 
rammed with students diverted from their studies.   

9. Turf, Bath Place, access from Holywell St and New College Lane – This 
is arguably Oxford’s quaintest and most atmospheric pub dating back to 
the 14th century. It is a entirely surrounded by New and Hertford 
Colleges and is a little hard to find. At least 11 real ales on tap every 
day. Large areas of outdoor seating with braziers to keep you warm. 

10. Bear-corner of Blue Boar and Alfred Streets off St Aldates and High 
Street, respectively-another miniscule, traditional pub serving real ale. It 
dates from the 13th century and is famed for its collection of ties.

11. The Wheatsheaf, on an alley off the High Street not far from Carfax-
another interesting location with a traditional interior. Big-screen 
upstairs if you need to keep up with the Champion’s League or UEFA 
cup while in town. 

12. Head of the River: start of the Abingdon road- A Fuller’s brewery pub 
with a large outdoor area next to the Isis (Thames) River. Somewhat 
expensive but a very pleasant location makes up for it. 

13. The Trout Inn, Lower Wolvercote (off map) directions can be found at: 
http://members.lycos.co.uk/troutinn/ - Another famous old pub. Locale 
inspired Lewis Carol’s  Alice in Wonderland and is the hangout for Colin 
Dexter’s Inspector Morse. Riverside location with good pub food. 
Unfortunately most easily reached by car but the #6 buses heading 
north along the Woodstock road will get you as far as Wolvercote.


