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These notes have been produced by the Department of
Physics, University of Oxford. The information in this xford
handbook is for the academic year Michaelmas Term 2010,

hysics
Hilary Term 2011 and Trinity Term 2011.
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Tic  Teaching Course (DWB) ®
@ Theoretical Physics @
@ Clarendon Laboratory .

L = Lindemann Laboratory
M= Martin Wood Lecture Thealre
T = Townsend Laboratory

@ Atmospheric Physics

The Department is able to make provision for students with special needs. If you think you may need

any special requirements, it would be very helpful to us if you could contact the Assistant Head of
Teaching (Academic) about these as soon as possible.

Students in wheelchairs or with mobility needs can access the Lindemann and the Dennis Sciama
Lecture Theatres by lifts from the ground floors. The Denys Wilkinson Building and the Clarendon
Laboratory have toilet facilities for wheelchair users. The Martin Wood Lecture Theatre has access
for wheelchairs and a reserved area within the theatre. There are induction loop systems for students

with hearing difficulties in the Lindemann, Dennis Sciama and Martin Wood Lecture theatres. Other
provisions for students with special needs can be also be made.

The Physics Teaching Faculty can be found in the Clarendon Laboratory on the Ground Floor.
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How to use this handbook

Students in their first year should read the two sections ‘Introduction’ and ‘First Year’ (see
page 13) in detail and skim the remainder for an overview of the courses. Students in later
years should read the sections on the FHS (Final Honours School) examination structure,
the details for the relevant year and be aware of the overall requirements and content of
their chosen course.

At the end of this handbook are appendices giving the syllabuses for the examination papers
to be taken in Trinity Term 2011 for Physics Prelims, FHS Parts A and B for the three year
BA and four year MPhys courses, and for the Physics papers for the Physics and Philosophy
course. Syllabuses are also given for the Part C 4th year Major Option papers.

The handbook gives telephone numbers and e-mail addresses for contacting members of
the academic staff, a comprehensive book list for the whole course, important dates for the
academic year, information about the undergraduate consultative committee (PJCC) and a
list of people involved in organising the course.

Full details about the Practical Course are given in the Practical Course Handbook.

Members of staff will be happy to answer any questions you might have, but for particular
information about College teaching, students should contact their tutors. Further information
about the courses can be obtained from the Department of Physics web site

www.physics.ox.ac.uk and from the Physics Teaching Faculty in the Clarendon Laboratory.

In this document, Michaelmas Term, Hilary Term, Trinity Term refer to Michaelmas (Winter),
Hilary (Spring) and Trinity (Summer) Terms of the academic year, respectively.

Prof Nick Jelley, Head and Chairman of the Physics Teaching Faculty

For full and up-to date information on lecture timetables, see the Physics Department’s
Lecture Database (www.physics.ox.ac.uk/lectures).

The examination times given in this handbook are based on information available in Sep-
tember 2010. These may be altered and the definitive times are those published by the
examiners; these will be posted on the official examiners’ web page. The lecture times in
Hilary and Trinity Term 2011 are also subject to possible change and the actual times will
be given in the Lecture Database which is published on the physics web site just before the
beginning of each term.

Syllabuses

Appendix C - Prelims
Appendix D - Part A
Appendix E - Part B
Appendix G - Short Options
Appendix H - Part C

Practical Course

Practical Course Handbook

General Information

www.physics.ox.ac.uk

Lecture timetables

www.physics.ox.ac.uk/
lectures/

Examination Matters

www.physics.ox.ac.uk/teach/
exammatters.htm



Introduction

Textbooks

Appendix A

Oxford University
Computer Usage
Rules and Etiquette

www.ict.ox.ac.uk/
oxford/rules/

The Physics Department

The Oxford University Physics Depart-
ment is one of the largest in the UK, with
an average annual intake of about 180 un-
dergraduates (140 male and 40 female), of
whom 120 study for a MPhys, 45 fora BA in
Physics and 15 for an MPhysPhil in Physics
and Philosophy. There are about 95 aca-
demic staff based in six sub-Departments:
Astrophysics; Atmospheric, Oceanic and
Planetary Physics; Atomic and Laser Phys-
ics; Condensed Matter Physics (including
BioPhysics); Particle Physics and Theoreti-
cal Physics. These represent the main areas
of research carried out in the Department.

The Physics Teaching Faculty

All undergraduate teaching is arranged and
organised in the Department by the Physics
Teaching Faculty. The Physics Teaching
Faculty Office is located in the Clarendon
Laboratory near Reception.

Practical Laboratories

All the undergraduate practical laboratories:
Atmospheric Physics, Astronomy, Gen-
eral Physics, Thermal Physics, Electronics,
Electrostatics and Magnetism, Optics, Con-
densed Matter Physics, Computing, Nuclear
Physics and Biophysics are located on the
lower two floors of the DWB, together with
a reception area where undergraduates can
meet and obtain refreshments; the entrance
is from Keble Road down a flight of steps.
You will need to use your University card
to gain access to all physics buildings.

Lecture Theatres

The Department is located in four buildings
shown on the map inside the front cover:
the Denys Wilkinson Building (DWB) and
the Theoretical Physics building on the
west side of Parks Road, and the Clarendon
Laboratory and the Atmospheric Physics
building on the east side. There are lecture
rooms in all buildings, the main ones being
the Martin Wood and Lindemann lecture
theatres in the Clarendon and the Dennis
Sciama Lecture Theatre in the DWB. To en-
ter the DWB, go up the wide concrete steps
from Keble Road; turn left at the top and
the entrance is facing you. Once inside, the
lecture theatre is one floor up from the en-
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trance. The main entrance to the Clarendon
is on Parks Road, directly opposite the end
of Keble Road and next to the University
Parks. The Lindemann Lecture Theatre is
on the first floor, inside the main entrance
to the Clarendon. The Martin Wood Lecture
Theatre is in the large new building to the
right of the main entrance.

Libraries

College libraries are generally well stocked
with the recommended physics textbooks,
but if your library is without a book you
need you should tell your tutor or your
College librarian. A list of the books recom-
mended by the lecturers is given in Appen-
dix A. The Radcliffe Science Library (RSL)
in Parks Road also has a comprehensive
collection of physics books and journals
and you may use this library, provided you
have your University card with you.

Computers

There are a number of computer worksta-
tions or terminals in the computing practical
laboratory on Level 2 of the DWB. All un-
dergraduates have an account on the practical
course computers which enables them to
book practicals as well as use the comput-
ers to save and analyse data taken during
practicals. The Colleges all have computing
facilities for their undergraduates and there
is a University-wide network, which enables
students to access Departmental sites, the
practical course and the internet. Under-
graduates will also receive an account and
a College e-mail address on the University
computing system. All new users will be
asked to sign an undertaking to abide by the
University Rules on the use of computers
(see http://www.ict.ox.ac.uk/oxford/rules).
Students should regularly (at least once a day
during term) check their e-mails.

Refreshments

There are vending machines in the recep-
tion area of the practical course in the DWB
and in the corridor on the first floor of the
Clarendon Laboratory between the Linde-
mann and the Martin Wood lecture theatres.
You may not take any food or drink into
the lecture theatres, the practical labora-
tories or near any computers.



Data Protection

The Physics Department follows the general
guidelines laid down by the University in re-
gard to the provisions of the Data Protection
Act 1998 (see www.admin.ox.ac.uk/oxonly/
councilsec/dp/ for details). Only student in-
formation relevant to the organisation of the
physics courses is held by the Department.

University Policy on Intellectual Property
Rights

The University of Oxford has in place ar-
rangements governing the ownership and
exploitation of intellectual property gener-
ated by students and researchers in the course
of, or incidental to, their studies. More details
are provided in Appendix J.

Licensed Copying User Guidelines

The University holds a licence from the
Copyright Licensing Agency (CLA) which
permits multiple copying (paper to paper)
from most copyright-protected books, jour-
nals, law reports, conference proceedings
and magazines for use by students and the
course tutor on registered taught courses
and non-credit-bearing short courses. More
details are provided at http://www.admin.
ox.ac.uk/asuc/oxonly/licences/copy.shtml
and in Appendix K.

Citations and Plagiarism

The University definition of plagiarism can
be found at http://www.admin.ox.ac.uk/
epsc/plagiarism/. Details relating to ‘good’
academic practice can also be found at
http://www.admin.ox.ac.uk/epsc/plagiarism/
acadgdprac.shtml

The University’s Regulations state that: No
candidate shall present for an examination
as his or her own work any part or the sub-
stance of any part of another person s work...
passages quoted or closely paraphrased
from another person’s work must be identi-
fied as quotations or paraphrases, and the
source of the quoted or paraphrased material
must be clearly acknowledged. (Proctors’
and Assessor’s Memorandum, Section 9.5
http://www.admin.ox.ac.uk/proctors/pam/
index.shtml). “Turnitin is a tool that allows
papers to be submitted electronically to find
whether parts of a document match material
which has been previously submitted .... This
is very useful in training students in good
citation practice...” [Ref: Oxford University
Computing Service]

Support for Students with Special Needs

The Department is able to make provision
for students with special needs. It would be
useful to us if you could contact the Assis-
tant Head of Teaching (Academic), see Ap-
pendix N, who is the Disability Contact for
the Department, about your requirements.

See http://www.admin.ox.ac.uk/eop/disab/
for more information. The Examination
Regulations provides guidance for students
with special examination needs. See the Ex-
amination Regulations http://www.admin.
ox.ac.uk/examregs/ for more information.

Communications

Academic staff have pigeon holes in the
building where they have an office and
there is a messenger service that can be
used to deliver mail between Colleges
and Departments. Staff may also be con-
tacted by telephone or by e-mail. A list of
telephone numbers, e-mail addresses and
college affiliations is given in Appendix
M. All administrative information about
the course and the examinations is sent
to students by e-mail. It is essential that
students using e-mail accounts, other than
their college account, joe.bloggs@college.
ox.ac.uk, set the forwarding appropriately
and check their e-mail regularly (at least
once a day during term.) This can be done
from College as well as the Department:
the Practical Course Handbook explains
how. Some important information from the
Physics Teaching Faculty and University is
sent to individual students by the messenger
service, or is distributed via College Senior
Physics Tutors.

Notices about the examinations are posted
on the official examiners’ web page www.
physics.ox.ac.uk/teach/exammatters.htm. In
the reception area of the Practical Course in
the DWB there is a board for general notes
and posters, information about practical
work, and notices from the undergraduate
liaison committee, called the Physics Joint
Consultative Committee (PJCC).

Student Support and Guidance

Student health and welfare are primarily
College responsibilities: tutors, chaplains,
and other confidential advisers make up a
sympathetic and effective network of sup-
port for students. In addition, the University
has a Counselling Service available to help
students, and the Student Union has officers
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Data Protection Act

www.admin.ox.ac.uk/
councilsec/dp/

Disability website

www.admin.ox.ac.
uk/eop/disab/

University Policy in
Intellectual Property

Appendix K

Copyright Legislation
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asuc/oxonly/licences/
copy.shtmll

Examination Matters

www.physics.ox.ac.uk/
teach/exammatters.htm

Citations and
Plagiarism

Communications

E-mail college and
other e-mail accounts

Noticeboards

Messenger service



PJCC

www.physics.ox.ac.uk/
teaching

Appendix L
Compulsory on-line
feedback

Careers Advice

www.careers.ox.ac.uk

Examinations:
complaints
www.admin.ox.ac.uk/
proctors/info/pam/index.
shtml

Graduate jobs &
further study

www.admin.ox.ac.uk/gso/

www.aspire.ox.ac.uk

Surveys

http://www.admin.ox.ac.
uk/ac-div/resources/sur-
veys/

Institute of Physics

www.iop.org/
activity/nexus/

working actively to promote student health
and welfare. Students are encouraged to re-
fer to http://www.ox.ac.uk/current _students/
index.html for further information.

The Proctors’and Assessor s Memorandum
at http://www.admin.ox.ac.uk/proctors/info/
pam/index.shtml, provides general informa-
tion on welfare, finance, health and recrea-
tion, as well as on student conduct and on
the running of University examinations. In
particular, complaints, appeals and advice
on illness during examinations is provided.
Your College tutors provide advice about
the Physics courses, and information is also
available from the Physics Teaching Faculty
in the Clarendon (located near the front en-
trance) and from the Practical Course in the
DWRB. Feel free to ask any of the academic
staff for help; you can find them in the De-
partment by asking the receptionists in the
DWRB or the Clarendon, or the secretaries
in room 3.1 of Theoretical Physics. Photo-
graphs of the staff are displayed outside the
Common Room in the Clarendon and in the
reception area of the DWB, and in the en-
trances of the Theoretical and Atmospheric
Physics buildings.

Careers Advice and Graduate Study

The University Careers Service (at 56 Ban-
bury Road) provides careers advice for both
undergraduates and graduates (see http://
www.careers.ox.ac.uk). One of their staff
specialises in advising physics students. The
service has excellent contacts with many
employers, and maintains links with ex-
Oxford students working in many different
types of job. The Physics Department can
help you liaise with the Careers Service (see
Appendix N). The Careers Service also has
comprehensive details on post-graduate
study in the UK or abroad (see www.
prospects.csu.man.ac.uk). Information on
research opportunities is also available from
the sub-Departments of Physics and from
tutors. For personal development planning
see Aspire at www.aspire.ox.ac.uk.

The Physics Joint Consultative Commit-
tee (PJCC)

The PJCC has elected undergraduate mem-
bers who meet twice a term to discuss both
academic and administrative matters with
academic staff representatives. The Depart-
ment values the advice that it receives from
this committee for improving the quality of
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lectures, practicals and other aspects of the
physics courses. The PJCC responsibilities
include updating The Fresher s Guide, updat-
ing the PJCC web site and web pages linked
to the Teaching pages. See http://www.phys-
ics.ox.ac.uk/pjcc/ for more information.

Feedback

The PJCC organises the online distribution
and collection of data from the electronic
lecture and practical feedback forms, a
specimen of these can be found in Appendix
L. Completion of the on-line feedback is
compulsory and forms part of your practical
requirement. These are a valuable source of
information for the Department’s Academic
Committee, which organises the lectures
and is in charge of the Physics courses.
The feedback provided is used as part of
the continuing review and development for
Departmental, University and QAA quality
assurance. Students are encouraged to make
full use of the on-line management system
for feedback on the practicals.

In addition, the “University undertakes
University-wide student surveys to provide
students with an opportunity to have their say
about life at Oxford. Students’ views are used
by Colleges, Departments, Faculties and the
central University services to identify strengths
and weaknesses and to put in place changes
to help improve the student experience of
Oxford.” See http://www.admin.ox.ac.uk/ac-
div/resources/surveys/ for more information.

Mathematical, Physical and Life Sciences
(MPLS) Division

An undergraduate student, usually a student
member of the PJCC, is a representative on
the Undergraduate Joint Consultative Com-
mittee of the Division. More details can be
found at http://www.mpls.ox.ac.uk/intranet/
teachingandlearning/undergradJ CF.html

The Institute of Physics

This organisation offers a number of facili-
ties for students through its ‘Nexus’ network.
They also have information about careers for
physicists. Students are encouraged to join
the IoP and membership is currently free for
undergraduates. See http://physics.iop.org/
activity/nexus for more information.



Aims and objectives, teaching and examinations

The Physics Courses — Aims and Objectives

Both the 3-year BA and the 4-year MPhys courses are
designed to provide education of high quality in physics,
in a challenging but supportive learning environment,
which will encourage all students to develop independ-
ent and critical habits of thought and of learning. Both
courses develop transferable skills related to commu-
nication, computing, and problem solving. Their aim
is to ensure that, on graduation, all students will be in a
position to choose from many different careers, and have
the skills, knowledge and understanding to make a rapid
contribution to their chosen employment or research
area, and that those with the aptitude are prepared for
postgraduate study in physics, and thus contribute to the
vitality of UK research.

On completion of either course, students should have de-
veloped a thorough understanding and broad knowledge
of the general theoretical and experimental scientific
principles of physics, so that they have the resources
to apply their knowledge to a wide range of physical
phenomena. They should have learned the techniques
required in a modern mathematically-based physics
course, gained an understanding of the conceptual
structure associated with the major physical theories,
understood how to set up simple models of physical
problems and learned a wide range of problem-solving
skills, both analytical and computational, and how to

Course Structures

Year 1
Prelims
(Foundation)

A 4

Year 2
Part A
(Core)
Year 3 Year 3
Part B Part B
BA MPhys
l A 4
BA Year 4
Part C
(Options)
MPhys

apply them in contexts that may not be familiar. Stu-
dents will also have learned the experimental techniques
required by working physicists involving sound and
safe procedures, how to record and analyse data and
how to write accounts of laboratory work which can
be clearly understood by other scientists, and will have
investigated experimentally some of the most important
physical phenomena.

On completion of their course, BA students will have
gained some experience of working on an open-ended
assignment and all students will have had the opportuni-
ty either to acquire some expertise in a more specialised
area of physics of their choice, or to broaden their edu-
cation by study of a foreign language. MPhys students,
in addition, will have acquired in-depth knowledge in
two chosen specialisations within physics, and — from
their project work — they will have learned how to plan
and execute an open-ended piece of work, and will have
gained experience of a research environment.

Subject Benchmark Statements

“Subject benchmark statements ... represent general ex-
pectations about standards for the award of qualifications
ata given level in terms of the attributes and capabilities
that those possessing qualifications should have demon-
strated.” [Ref. Quality Assurance Agency, 2008] More
details at http://www.qaa.ac.uk/academicinfrastructure/
benchmark/default.asp

Programme Specifications

Programme Specifications for the Physics courses and
the Physics and Philosophy course can be found at http://
www.physics.ox.ac.uk/teach/.

Accreditation

The 3-year BA and the 4-year MPhys courses are ac-
credited by the Institute of Physics.

Department and College Teaching

The teaching of the courses is carried out through lec-
tures, practical work in the laboratories, tutorials in the
colleges (to which the academic staff are also attached),
and classes.

There are comprehensive and challenging lecture
courses, in which lecturers are allowed flexibility in
their approach, which may frequently lead to the inclu-
sion of material reflecting developments in the field not
contained in standard textbooks. Lectures are generally
regarded as essential, but they are not in fact compul-
sory. Printed notes, problem sheets and other handouts
frequently support them. Students need to learn how to
take good lecture notes, and supplement them with their
own private study, using textbooks and other sources
recommended by the lecturers and their tutors.



Students are encouraged take their own notes or to amend
handouts as they find appropriate. Teaching material,
including lecture notes or handouts must not be made
available on the web without permission. Publishing
material, including your version of the notes, without
permission, may be in breach of Copyright. Please note
that all lecture notes are only available from the Oxford
domain for students and this is not available to any non-
Oxford websites for Copyright reasons.

Physics depends on experimental observations, and learn-
ing how to perform and design experiments effectively
is an essential part of physics education. Practical work
is recorded in logbooks, and some practicals have to be
written up. Termly progress reports on laboratory work
are sent to College tutors. During the first three years
practical work is compulsory; more details are given in
the year by year sections.

The College-based tutorial teaching provides guid-
ance on what to study, and in what order, coupled with
week-by-week work assignments. These assignments
are generally problems, with the occasional essay. This
is a “Socratic” mode of instruction in which students’
understanding is rigorously and individually probed and
expanded. College examinations (Collections) monitor
students’ progress during the intervals between Univer-
sity examinations, and students are given regular reports
on their progress.

For the more specialised Major Options in Part C of the
MPhys course, tutorials are replaced by classes organ-
ised by the Department. Attendance at these classes is
compulsory, and records are kept of students’ progress
and sent to College tutors.

Vacations

At Oxford, the teaching terms are quite short — they add
up to about 24 weeks in one year. Therefore it is essential
that you set aside significant amounts of time each vaca-
tion for academic work. The course assumes that you will
do this in preparation for College collections that are held
at the end of 0™ week. You should go over your notes,
revising the material and supplementing it by informa-
tion gained from tutorials and from your own reading. In
addition to consolidating the previous term’s work, there
may be preparatory reading for the next term’s courses.
Your tutors may also set you some specific vacation work.

Access to restricted resources from outside the Oxford
network is provided via the Oxford University Comput-
ing Services (OUCS) Virtual Private Network (VPN)
Service. A VPN connection provides your computer
with a “virtual” connection to the Oxford network - it
then behaves exactly as it would if you were actually
on-campus. More information can be found at http://
www.oucs.ox.ac.uk/network/vpn/.

Examinations

The First Year exams (Prelims) consist of four com-
pulsory papers, a Short Option paper and satisfactory
completion of practical work. The compulsory papers
are individually classified as Pass and Fail, with a Pass
mark of 40%. The examiners will take into account the
performance in the whole examination (the four Com-
pulsory Papers, the Short Option paper and Practical
Work) when considering the award of a Distinction and
when considering borderline scripts. A failed compul-
sory paper can be re-taken in September. The University
requires that these papers must be passed at no more
than two sittings: see the Examination Regulations (‘The
Grey Book’) for full details. The current syllabuses for
the Prelims are given in Appendix C and a copy of
the Examination Regulations in Appendix H. See Ap-
pendix B for information about the types of calculators
which may be used in the Public examinations.

The FHS (Final Honour School in Physics), also called
Finals, is taken in parts over the final two (BA) or three
(MPhys) years of your course (details in Year sections
and the formal Regulations are given in Appendix I).
The Examiners are a committee set up each year under
the Proctors. The Finals Examiners include external
examiners from other UK Universities and may be as-
sisted by a number of Assessors to set and mark some
individual papers, projects, etc. In general, papers are
not set and marked by the course lecturers; indeed the
identity of the examiner for any paper is confidential. The
identity of the candidates is hidden from the examiners;
no communication with the candidate (or the candidate’s
tutor) is allowed except via the candidate’s College and
the Junior Proctor. The questions are required to be set
in conformity with the syllabus whose interpretation is
guided by previous papers, except where there has been
an explicit change of syllabus. The current syllabuses
for the final examinations in physics are printed in Ap-
pendices D - G.

Assessment of Class

How the examiners work is their responsibility, subject
to guidance from the Physics Academic Committee, and
regulations laid down by the central bodies of the Uni-
versity. However, the following gives some indication
of recent practice. Each paper is marked numerically.
The numerical marks for each paper may be scaled to
remove any first-order effect of a difficult (or easy) paper
and these (scaled) marks are combined to give a total
numerical mark.

Class I: the candidate shows excellent problem-solving
skills and excellent knowledge of the material, and is
able to use that knowledge in unfamiliar contexts;
Class I1.1: the candidate shows good problem-solving
skills and good knowledge of the material;



Class 11.2: the candidate shows basic problem-solving
skills and adequate knowledge of most of the material;
Class III: the candidate shows some problem-solving
skills and adequate knowledge of at least part of the
material;

Pass: the candidate has made a meaningful attempt of at
least one question.

For the BA degree FHS Parts A and B are approximately
weighted, 43% : 57% and for the MPhys FHS Parts A, B,
C are approximately weighted 24% : 34% : 42%.

Final Degree Classes are assigned on the basis of a careful
consideration of the total numerical mark with the project
and practical taken into account.

Assessment of Practical Work

A: First Year (Prelims)

Prelims practical work must be complete with an up to
date computer record by noon on the Friday of 15t week
of Trinity, and students are encouraged to complete their
practical work by the end of Hilary. The Examination
Regulations read: “Failure to complete practical work
under cl. 2(i), without good reason, will be deemed by the
Moderators as failure in the Preliminary examination and
the candidate will be required to complete the outstanding
practicals either by examination or by completing them
alongside second year study, before entry to the Part A
examination will be permitted. In these circumstances,
distinction at the Preliminary examination will not be
possible.”

B: Second and Third Year

(1) Part A: Oral Skills

In the second year all students give a 15 minute presen-
tation called Oral Skills in their Colleges on a physics
topic of their choice.

(i1) Part B: Written Skills

In the third year both BA and MPhys students will write
up one practical experiment, called Written Skills. The
report will firstly be marked informally by your tutors.
Students will revise the report taking into account the
tutor’s comments and the revised version will then be
marked by your tutor. Each College will make arrange
with their students when they will need to hand in their
written skills reports. Tutors must give the examiners the
mark by 6" week of Trinity Term at the latest.

If you are a BA student who has chosen to do 6 days of
practical work, you will have to do one written skills
report based on the experiment you have carried out
on your own in the third year. BA students substituting
practical work will not be required to do written skills.
A numeric mark for the work substituted will instead be
given to the Examiners.

MPhys students will do one written skills report based
on the experiment they carried out on their own in the
third year.

(iii) Part A and Part B: Assessed Practical

In both the 2" and 3™ years there is one practical, called
an Assessed Practical, that is marked by a senior dem-
onstrator.

The marks for Oral and Written Skills and for Assessed
Practicals make up part of the Practical contribution for
Part A and Part B. The total marks are made up as follows:

Part A | Part B
Experiments 15 15
Oral Skills 15 -
Written Skills - 15
Assessed Practical 20 20
Total 50 50

The first 15 marks are given for completing all experi-
ments. Failure to complete the practical quota would
attract the following penalty: (a) A penalty of 5 marks
will be deducted for each missed two-day experiment.
(b) If more than 3 two-day experiments are missed the
student can drop a class.

Marking Scheme for Oral and Written Skills

* A mark of 15: Students can attract the top mark for
exceptional performance for their oral presentation
(talk) in college or for their written skills report.

* A mark of 12: Students will attract this mark if the
oral presentation or written skills report is regarded as
very good.

* A mark of 10: Students will be awarded this mark
if the presentation or written skills report was acceptable
and average in quality.

* A mark of 9 or below: Students will be awarded this
mark if the presentation or written skills report is
deemed to be below standard.

Students obtaining high marks in Oral Skills in their
College talks will be invited to participate in the Depart-
mental Speaking Competition. An average student with
an average presentation or written skills report should
achieve 10 marks. Students who put in little or no effort
can score very low marks. More details can be found in
the Practical Course Handbook.

Marking of the Assessed Practical

The assessed practical is chosen at random in advance
from the student’s logbook and marked by a senior
demonstrator. The marks will be based on both the
quality of the entire logbook and the understanding of
the assessed practical demonstrated by the student. An
average student with an average logbook should expect
to achieve ~15 marks.

Specific details pertaining to practical work are published
in the Practical Course Handbook. The S+ marks will
continue to be used for practical prizes and commenda-
tions. These recommendations will be made to the Finals



examiners. It is important that students consult their tu-
tors early in the event of difficulty with practical work.

Eligibility for MPhys Course

After the Part A examination, the Finals examiners will
make known on the Student Self Service the students
eligible to proceed to the MPhys course. The standard
required is the equivalent of a II.1 Class or better in Part A.

Should you be undecided as to which course you should
be doing, then in the first instance discuss it with your
College tutor. It is not necessary to make up your mind
until the start of your third year; however, to avoid having
to apply for additional Local Authority (LA ) funding ata
later stage, it is generally advisable to register initially for
the 4-year MPhys course. Students should realise that the
MPhys course is demanding and quite theoretically based.

Three or Four year course

Students who are eligible to proceed to the MPhys course,
but are unsure of whether they want to do the MPhys
course must talk to their College tutors in the first instance.
The Examination entry for the third year is at the end of 4"
week of Hilary Term and this is the latest time for chang-
ing your course from the BA to the MPhys or vice versa.
More information can be found at http://www.ox.ac.uk/
current_students/index.html. (See also ‘Changing from
the MPhys to the BA’ on page 20.)

Examination Preparation

There are a number of resources available to help you
including your College tutor and the Oxford Student
Union. See http://www.ousu.org/ for the Student Union.

Examination Entry

Entry for all examinations in physics [Prelims, FHS Parts
A, B (MPhys and BA) and Part C (MPhys)] takes place
in two stages.
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The first is at the end of 4 week of Hilary Term; the sec-
ond (for Short Option Choices) is at the end of 3™ week
of Trinity Term. The purpose of the exam entry form is
to provide exact information on who is taking the exam
that year and to record option choices. Entries are made
through your College and are usually organised by the
College Secretary or College Academic Office, however it
is your responsibility to make sure that your entry is made
and with the correct option choices and project titles (as
appropriate). See http://www.ox.ac.uk/current_students/
examinations.html for more information.

Examination Conventions

The Examination conventions are published on the Exami-
nation matters webpage at www.physics.ox.ac.uk/teach/
exammatters.htm. Students are notified by e-mail when
they become available.
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Examination Dates

After the examination timetables have been finalised
they are available at http://www.admin.ox.ac.uk/schools/
oxonly/timetables/index.shtml

Examination Regulations

The regulations for both the Preliminary and Finals
Honour School are published in Appendices I and J.
The Examination Regulations are published at www.
admin.ox.ac.uk/examregs/.

Weightings of Papers

After Part B of the BA or Part C of the MPhys, candi-
dates will be ranked on the basis of a total mark that is
obtained by adding the scaled marks of individual ele-
ments multiplied by the following weightings:

BA

Each Part A paper (3) 0.75
Part A Short Option 0.375
Part A full Practicals” 0.75
Each Part B paper (2) 1.25
Part B Short Option 0.50
Part B Practicals or second short option 0.50
BA Project 0.75
“Part A half practicals 0.375 plus second short option 0.375
MPhys

Each Part A paper (3) 0.70
Part A Short Option 0.35
Part A Practicals” 0.70
Each Part B paper (3) 1.00
Part B Short Option 0.50
Part B Practicals™ 1.00
Each Part C Major Option (2) 1.50
MPhys Project 1.75

“Part A half practicals 0.35 plus second short option 0.35
“Part B half practicals 0.5 plus second short option 0.5

This table gives the intended relations between percent-
age marks and FHS class.

Mark >70 60-70 50-60 40-50 30-40
Class I II.1 .2 1III Pass

<30
Fail

The Examiners are responsible for the detailed weight-
ings of papers and projects. The precise details of how
the final mark is calculated will be published in the
examination conventions produced by the Examiners.



Examination Results

After each part of the examination, your tutor will be
told the scaled marks that you obtained in each paper and
your overall rank amongst candidates in that part. This
information will not be published, but will be provided to
enable your tutor to give you some confidential feedback
and guidance. Students are now able to view their ex-
amination results at http://www.admin.ox.ac.uk/schools/
examinations/results.shtm Please note that only results
from 2007/08 onwards will be available.’ [Ref.: A guide
to completing online registration & accessing Student
Self Service at Oxford]. Marks for all components are
given, from 2010 onward, as percentages; e.g. 40 marks
for Part A full practicals is entered as 80.

Prizes

A number of prizes are awarded annually for excellence in
various aspects of the BA and MPhys final examinations:

e  Scott Prizes for overall best performances
(separately for BA and MPhys)

e A Gibbs Prize for excellence in the MPhys
examination

e The Winton Capital Prize for Outstanding
Performance in the 2™ year (Part A examination)

e A Gibbs Prize for best use of experimental
apparatus in the MPhys
A Gibbs prize for practical work in Parts A and B

e The Chairman’s prize for practical work in Prelims

e  Various project prizes for MPhys Projects (some of
these may be sponsored by external bodies)

e BA prizes for the best project and essay

e A Gibbs Prize for the best performance in the
Physics Department Speaking Competition (held
in the 2" year, see page 16).

Past Exam Papers and Examiners’ Reports

Past examination papers, the data sheet and past examin-
ers reports are available on the Physics webpages. See
http://www.physics.ox.ac.uk/teaching for more details.

Physics and Philosophy

There is a corresponding Handbook for this course: Phys-
ics and Philosophy — A Handbook 2010-2011. Please
refer to the Physics and Philosophy Handbook for all
details of the Physics and Philosophy course that are not
covered in the Physics Undergraduate Course Handbook.

The Physics and Philosophy course is run by the Joint
Committee for Physics and Philosophy, which consists
of three staff members from Physics and three from Phi-
losophy, together with an undergraduate representative.
The Chair of the Committee for this academic year is
Dr C W P Palmer, who can be contacted at c.palmer@
physics.ox.ac.uk.
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Physics and Philosophy is normally a 4 year course. The
first year of the course leads to the examination called
Moderations, which consists of five papers, three in
mathematics and physics and two in philosophy. After
successfully completing Moderations, students enter the
Final Honour School (FHS) of Physics and Philosophy,
which is divided into three parts: Part A, Part B and Part
C. Part A of the FHS is taken at the end of the second
year, and consists of three papers in physics. Parts B
and C are taken at the end of the third and fourth years
respectively. Students taking Part B will take three or
four philosophy papers and either three or five physics
subjects, each carrying the weight of half a paper, chosen
from a list of seven: the six Part B physics subjects and a
paper on Classical Mechanics and one half-length paper
(BT: VII. Classical Mechanics). In Part C there are a
range of options including all physics or all philosophy.

Students who satisfactorily complete the fourth year may
supplicate for the MPhysPhil degree, as determined by
their performance in Parts A, B and C of the FHS; those
who, for whatever reason, do not wish to proceed to the
fourth year, or who begin but do not complete the fourth
year or who otherwise fail to complete it satisfactorily,
will be eligible for the BA degree, as determined by their
performance in Parts A and B of the FHS.

The aims and objectives of the physics course, stated
above, apply equally — where appropriate — to the Physics
and Philosophy course. Additionally, the aim of the phys-
ics components in the Physics and Philosophy course is
to provide an appropriate basis for the study of founda-
tional and philosophical aspects of physical science, in
particular of quantum mechanics and special relativity.

The physics papers taken by Physics and Philosophy
candidates are marked on exactly the same basis as
those taken by Physics candidates (please refer to the
section on Examinations). Guidelines to the assessment
criteria in philosophy papers are given in the Physics
and Philosophy Handbook. The overall classified re-
sult is derived from the individual marks obtained on
your written papers of the FHS, taking Parts A, B and
C together. “The highest honours can be obtained by
excellence either in Physics or in Philosophy, provided
that adequate knowledge is shown in the other subject
area” [ref. Grey Book].

The Joint Committee for Physics and Philosophy has
endorsed an algorithm for determining class boundaries,
of which the following is an abbreviated description.
For either Parts A and B taken together, or for Parts A,
B and C taken together, a net Physics mark M and Phi-
losophy mark P are constructed, each on a scale from 0
to 100, and a combined mark U, weighted according to
the total weight of papers in each subject (The weights
of individual papers are given below in the sections
where they are described). No candidate will be given



a classification lower than that implied by the value of
U as follows: 70-100 First; 60-69 Upper Second; 50-
59 Lower Second; 40-49 Third; 30-39 Pass; 0-29 Fail.
However a candidate who achieves a value of U above
67 (or 57) will be awarded a First (or Upper Second)
provided their net mark in whichever is the preponder-
ant subject in Part C is of the higher classification, and
in the other subject is not more than one class division
lower. The award of a Third, Pass or Fail will always
be by individual consideration.

Summary of Examination Requirements

Students should note that they will have to complete, as
part of their Part A requirements, three particular physics
practicals during their second year; and make sure their
experiments are marked and entered into the computer
lab record by a demonstrator. It is compulsory for all
second year Physics and Philosophy students to attend
the Safety Lecture on Monday of 1% week of Michaelmas
Term, see page 13. Although there is no requirement
for practical work in the first year of the course, it is
possible to arrange (through your physics tutor) to do
some if you want to, but attending or viewing the Safety
Lecture is compulsory.

Three 3-hour Compulsory Papers Al, A2, A3
Short Option Paper [1% hour per option]
Part A Practical Work

Physics Physics and Philosophy
Prelims Mods
Four 2'2-hour Compulsory Papers CP1, CP2, CP3, CP4 | Three Physics Papers CP1, CP3, CP4
Short Option Paper Two Philosophy Papers
Satisfactory Practical Work
Part A Part A

Three Physics Papers A1, A2P, A3
Satisfactory Practical Work

Part B BA (3 year Course)

Four [1%4 hour] Papers including Section III, IV, VI and
one other, from B1, B2 and B3

Short Option Paper [172 hour per option]

Part B Practical Work

BA Project Report

Part B MPhys (4 year Course)

Three 3-hour Papers: B1, B2, B3

Short Option Paper [1% hour per option]

Part B Practical Work

Part B

Three or four papers in Philosophy and either three or
five physics subjects, each carrying the weight of half
a paper, chosen from a list of seven: the six Part B
physics subjects and a paper on Classical Mechanics.

Part C
Two 3-hour Papers from C1, C2, C3, C4, C5, C6, C7
MPhys Project Report

Part C
The details depend on the option route
See the Physics and Philosophy Handbook

12



First Year 2010-2011

Induction

All Physics and Physics and Philosophy
first years are required to attend Induction
from 2.15 - 4.15 pm on Friday afternoon of
0" week of Michaelmas Term. There you
will hear a brief introduction to Oxford
Physics, an outline of the first year course,
and addresses by a student representative of
the Physics Joint Consultative Committee
and by a representative of the Institute of
Physics. There will also be an introduction
to the Practical Course, and you will be
given your copy of the Practical Course
Handbook.

To keep the numbers manageable, students
will be split by College into two groups;
please check below which group you are
in. Group A will start in the Dennis Sciama
Lecture Theatre, Denys Wilkinson Build-
ing (DWB); Group B in the Martin Wood
Lecture Theatre in the Clarendon (see map
and directions on the inside cover).

Group A (Practicals on Thursdays)

Balliol, Brasenose, Exeter, Jesus, Magdalen,
Mansfield, Merton, Queen’s, St Catherine’s,
St John’s, St Edmund Hall, Wadham,
Worcester.

Group B (Practicals on Fridays)

Christ Church, Corpus Christi, Hertford,
Keble, Lady Margaret Hall, Lincoln, New,
Oriel, St Anne’s, St Hilda’s, St Hugh’s, St
Peter’s, Somerville, Trinity, University.

Please note. This grouping of Colleges also
shows which day you will probably do practi-
cal work during the first year. (There is some

reassignment to even out numbers.)
Safety Lecture

A safety lecture, which is compulsory for
all Physics students is held on the Monday
of 1" week of Michaelmas Term at 2.00 pm
in the Martin Wood lecture theatre. Only
those who have attended are allowed to
work on the Practical Course. You will be
asked to sign a safety declaration.

If for any reason it is not going to be
possible for you to attend, tell your tutor,
and let Dr Karen Aplin (Assistant Head
of Teaching (Experimental)) know before
the beginning of 1" week.

A DVD is available for those who have
been excused because of unavoidable
commitments at the advertised time or
(for a fee) to those who miss the lecture
for other reasons.

Practical Work

During the first two weeks of Michaelmas
Term each first-year student will attend
sessions introducing some of the test and
measurement instruments used on the
practical courses, and the computers and
computing environment. The instruments
are described in Chapter 6 of the Electron-
ics Course Manual, which will be handed
out at Induction. This chapter should be
read before the introductory session.

Laboratory practical work starts in the third
week of Michaelmas Term and takes place
between 10.00 am and 5.00 pm on Thurs-
days and Fridays. The need to cope with
large numbers of students means that you
will go through the first-year laboratories
on a rota system, and Colleges have been
assigned to Thursdays and Fridays as indi-
cated opposite. During Michaelmas Term
weeks 3 - 8 you will also be assigned to
a further 3 hour session in the computing
laboratory - details are given in the Prac-
tical Course Handbook. You should not
arrange commitments that clash with your
practical work; however, if the allocation
raises genuine difficulties for you, discuss
it with your tutor well before your practical
work starts.

There will be an important meeting on
Monday of 1% week at 12.00 noon in the
Martin Wood Lecture Theatre, at which
essential administrative arrangements will
be announced. Pairings for practical work
will be registered at the Practical Admin-
istration session immediately following
the Safety lecture. To save time, students
are asked to arrange suitable pairings be-
forehand if possible, but anyone without a
partner will be found one at the meeting.

The Practical Course Handbook contains
details of all experiments, booking, re-
quirements for examinations, laboratory
opening hours, and so on, as well as a
handy section on estimating errors. It is
important to become familiar with it.
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Dates at a glance

Induction
8 October 2010
at2.15 pm

Essential Administration
11 October 2010
at 12.00 noon

Safety Lecture and
Practical Administration
11 October 2010

at 2.00 pm



Lecture timetables
www.physics.ox.ac.uk/
lectures

Prelim Papers

CP1: Physics 1
CP2: Physics 2

CP3: Mathematical
Methods 1
CP4: Mathematical
Methods 2

Short Options
S01: Functions of a
Complex Variable

S02: Astrophysics: from
Planets to the Cosmos

S03: Quantum Ideas

Self-study modules in basic mathematics
and mechanics

These are designed to bridge the gap be-
tween school and university maths and
mechanics for those who need it. Your
tutor has more information, and they will
be explained at Induction. See also ‘The
Language of Physics’ J. P. Cullerne and A.
Machacek (Oxford).

The Preliminary Examination

The first year is a foundation year, at the
end of which you will take the Preliminary
Examination (Prelims). This consists of four
compulsory 2% hour papers [CP1: Phys-
ics 1, CP2: Physics 2, CP3: Mathematical
Methods 1 and CP4: Mathematical Methods
2], a Short Option (1% hour paper) and
satisfactory practical work. Each of the CP
papers will be in two sections: A - containing
short compulsory questions; B - containing
problems (answer three from a choice of
four). The total marks for sections A and B
will be 40 and 60, respectively.

For Prelims, one of the Short Options SO1,
S02 or S03 is chosen. These subjects will
be covered by lectures at the start of Trinity
Term. There are no resit exams for Short
Options and a poor mark will not lead to
failure in Prelims, but good performance
helps if you are on the borderline of a Pass
or a Distinction.

The practical course requirement for Prelims
is 15 ‘days’ - 11 laboratory experiments plus
4 days computing assignments. Candidates
failing to complete their practicals will be
required to complete them before entry to
the Part A, see page 9.

The Compulsory Papers are individu-
ally classified as Pass and Fail, with a Pass
mark of 40%. The examiners will take
into account the performance in the whole
examination (the four Compulsory Papers,
the Short Option paper and Practical Work)
when considering the award of a Distinction
and when considering borderline scripts.

Introduction to Computer Programming

During the first half of Michaelmas Term,
there will be introductory lectures on com-
puter programming which will be coupled
with the practical sessions on computing.

14

There is MATLAB available on the Practi-
cal Course. MATLAB is a powerful lan-
guage for mathematical manipulation and
numerical calculation. It should help you
both to visualize mathematical functions
and to solve problems. You are entitled to
install the student version for ‘free’ on your
own machine as part of Physics’ licence.

The Department has a site licence for Ori-
gin 8 which you can use for plotting and
fitting data. There is a first year practical
on Origin 8 (See the Practical Course
Handbook). All of these programmes may
be downloaded from http://spanner.physics.
ox.ac.uk/.

Textbooks

A list of the books recommended by the
lecturers is given in Appendix A. Your
tutor will advise you as to what books you
should obtain. A guide to library services
is given on page 4.

First Year Physics and Maths Lectures

The syllabuses for papers CP1- 4 are given
in Appendix C and those for the Short
Options in Appendix F. The timetable of
all the lectures for Prelims is published in
the Departments’s Lecture Database on the
Web, under Physics Lecture List.

Lectures start promptly at five minutes
past the hour and end at five to.

On the page 15 there is a brief overview
of the first year lectures. As well as the
lectures on the mainstream topics shown,
there are others on the list that should be
attended; those on the analysis of experi-
mental measurements contain important
material for the practical course, and the
“Physics Today” lectures cover exciting
aspects of Contemporary Physics.

Exam Entry

Entry for the Prelims exam is at the end
of 4" week of Hilary Term and 3" week
of Trinity Term for Short Option choices.
Specific details will be published by the
Examiners.

The Examination Regulations provides
guidance for students with special ex-
amination needs. “... An application ...
shall be made as soon as possible after
matriculation and in any event not later
than the date of entry of the candidate’s
name for the first examination for which



special arrangements are sought.” Please
see The Examination Regulations http://
www.admin.ox.ac.uk/examregs/ for more
information.

See Appendix B for information about the
types of calculators which may be used in
Public examinations.

Physics and Philosophy

The first year course leads to the exami-
nation called “Moderations”, in which
you take papers CP1, CP3 & CP4. The
syllabuses for these papers are given in
Appendix C. See the Physics and Phi-
losophy Handbook for further details
about Moderations, including details of
the Philosophy papers.

First Year Outline of Topics

For definitive details see the Physics Department’s Lecture Database

(www.physics.ox.ac.uk/lectures/).

Below is a brief outline of the mainstream topics that will be lectured in Michaelmas,
Hilary and Trinity Terms. Most colleges are able to do two classes or tutorials per
week. Tutorials are done in pairs, or sometimes in threes. Classes are normally made up
of all the students in that year in a College. There is approximately one tutorial or class

per four lectures.

Michaelmas Term: week by week

No. of
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 lectures
[CP1:Mechanics ] 8
[CP1:Special Relativity ] 10
[CP2:Circuit Theory ---- --------------- ] 10
[CP2:Optics ------- ] 4
[CP3:Ordinary Differential Equations and Complex numbers --------- ] 10
[CP3:Vectors and Matrices ] 18
[CP4:Calculus ] 11
[Physics Today & Extras ] 14
Hilary Term: week by week
No. of
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 lectures
[CP1:Mechanics ] 19
[CP2:Electromagnetism ] 20
[CP2:Optics  ------- ] 4
[CP4:Multiple Int/Vector Calc  ------=----=-=---- 14
[CP4:Normal Modes and Wave Motion =--------------------- 1 12
[Extras 1 2
Trinity Term: week by week
No. of
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 lectures
[CP1 Revision ----] 4
[CP2 Revision ----] 4
[CP3 Revision ---] 4
[CP4 Revision ----] 4
[SO1:Functions of a Complex Variable ] 12
[S02: Astrophysics: ... =======-=====-m-=-- ] 12
[S03:Quantum Ideas --------------------- ] 12
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Lecture timetables

www.physics.ox.ac.uk /lectures/

Prelims Papers

CP1: Physics 1
CP2: Physics 2

CP3: Mathematical Methods 1
CP4: Mathematical Methods 2

Prelims Papers

CP1: Physics 1
CP2: Physics 2
CP3: Mathematical Methods 1
CP4: Mathematical Methods 2

Prelims Papers

CP Revison
Short Options

S01: Functions of a
Complex Variable

S02: Astrophysics: from
Planets to the Cosmos

S03: Quantum Ideas



Second Year 2010-2011

Part A Papers
Al: Thermal Physics

A2: Electromagnetism
and Optics

A3: Quantum Physics

Short Options
see page 27

Physics Speaking
Competition

Teaching and Learning
Physics in Schools

21 October 2010

Undergraduate
Physics Conference

www.physics.ox.ac.uk/
users/palmerc/oupc.htm

The BA and MPhys courses

Part A is the same for the BA (3-year) and
MPhys (4-year) courses. The examinations
will take place at the end of Trinity Term and
consists of three 3 hour papers: Al: Thermal
Physics; A2: Electromagnetism and Optics;
and A3: Quantum Physics. The material will
be covered by lectures, tutorials and classes
concentrated in Michaelmas Term and Hilary
Term. Full details of the syllabuses are given
in Appendix D. Each of the A papers will
be divided into two sections: A containing
short compulsory questions and B contain-
ing problems (answer three from a choice
of four). Total marks for sections A and B
will be 40 and 60 respectively. In addition
you are required to offer at least one short
option together with Part A practical work
including Oral Skills.

Practical Work including Oral Skills

The requirement for practical work for Part
A is 12 days (8 days in Michaelmas Term
and 2 days in Hilary Term for electronics
only, and 2 days in Trinity Term, weeks 3
& 4). It is possible to substitute 6 days of
practical work with alternatives as explained
opposite. There is also an assessed practical,
see page 9.

The Practical Course Handbook and http://
www.physics.ox.ac.uk/teach/exammatters.
htm will contain details of the handling of
logbooks.

During Hilary Term, second year students
give short talks within Colleges, as training
in oral communication skills. There will be a
lecture at the end of Michaelmas term giving
guidance on how to give a talk (see the Mich-
aelmas Term lecture list). The Oral Skills
talks should be written to last 15 minutes,
with a further 5 minutes allowed for ques-
tions. Topics on any branch of science and
mathematics or the history of science may
be chosen, but your title must be approved
by your College tutor. Your tutor will mark
your talk out of a maximum of 15 marks. See
page 9 for the marking scheme.
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Physics Speaking Competition

The Departmental Competition is held early
in Trinity Term. Students will be invited
to participate in the Departmental Com-
petition on the basis of their College Oral
Skills talks. The winner of the Department’s
competition may be eligible for a prize.
Examples of these talks can be found at
http://www.physics.ox.ac.uk/teach/OxOnly/
OralSkills/ to give students an idea of what
a good oral skills talk should be like. Please
note that the talks are meant to be technical
and must include scientific or mathematical
content.

Short Options & Language Option

Details on the Short Options (including the
Language Option) are given on page 27. It
is possible to offer a second Short Option in
place of 6 days of practical work.

Alternative subjects, extra practicals and
extended practical

Given the necessary permission, it is also
possible to offer alternative subjects, extra
practicals or an extended practical in place
of the compulsory Short Option. Details are
given on page 27.

Teaching and Learning Physics in Schools

This course is run by the Department of
Educational Studies and takes place in
Hilary Term. The course replaces 6 days of
practical work. There are a limited number
of places available. Students who are in-
terested should attend a meeting with the
course tutor at 11.00 am on Thursday of 2™
week of Michaelmas Term in the Lindemann
Lecture Theatre. This course is not available
for Physics and Philosophy students.

Undergraduate Physics Conference

This conference is an annual event held in
0" week of Trinity Term for second and third
year students. There is a small fee for attend-
ance, for which students may apply to their
Colleges, with bookings being taken from
mid-Michaelmas Term. For more details
see www.physics.ox.ac.uk/users/palmerc/
oupc.htm.



Exam Entry

Entry for the FHS Part A exam is at the end
of 4" week of Hilary Term, and 3" week
of Trinity Term for Short Option choices
(except for certain alternatives). Specific
details will be published by the Examiners.

The Examination Regulations provides
guidance for students with special exami-
nation needs. “... An application ... shall be
made as soon as possible after matriculation
and in any event not later than the date of
entry of the candidate’s name for the first
examination for which special arrangements
are sought.” Please see The Examination
Regulations http://www.admin.ox.ac.uk/
examregs/ for more information.

See Appendix B for information about the
types of calculators which may be used in
Public examinations.

Physics and Philosophy

Part A is examined at the end of Trinity Term
and consists of three Physics papers: Al:
Thermal Physics and A3: Quantum Physics
from Physics Part A with syllabuses given
in Appendix D and a short paper A2P:
Electromagnetism from the Physics Prelims
syllabus (paper CP2 without the topics in
circuit theory or optics - Appendix C).
Please note the advice given in the Physics
and Philosophy Handbook concerning the
20-lecture course in Michaelmas Term on
Mathematical Methods (See Appendix D
for the syllabus).

There are no philosophy papers in Part A.
The philosophy covered in both the second
and third years (for details see the Physics
and Philosophy Handbook) is examined in
Part B at the end of the third year.

The three part A papers taken together have
a weight for the purposes of the Finals al-
gorithm of 2, made up as % for Al and A3
and Y for A2P.

For the experimental requirements in Phys-
ics and Philosophy Finals Part A, three
physics practicals must be completed by the
end of your second year. The three practicals
are: “Free and bound electrons” (practi-
cal GP14 in the Physics Practical Course
Handbook), “Michelson interferometer”
(Practical OP02) and “Stern-Gerlach effect”
(Practical OP15). See the Practical Course
Handbook section 1.5 for more details.

During Hilary Term, students give short
talks within Colleges, as training in oral
communication skills. There will be a lec-
ture at the end of Michaelmas term giving
guidance on how to give a talk (see the
Michaelmas Term lecture list).

You have to attend the 1st year ‘Introduction
to Practicals’ and the Safety Lecture at the
beginning of your second year, see page 16.
Only students who are recorded as having
attended the Safety Lecture are allowed to
work on the Practical Course.
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Lecture timetables

http://www.physics.ox.ac.

uk/lectures/

Part A Papers
Al: Thermal Physics

A2: Electromagnetism
and Optics

A3: Quantum Physics

Part A Papers
Al: Thermal Physics

A2: Electromagnetism
and Optics

A3: Quantum Physics
S07: Classical Mechanics

Papers A2 and A3

Short Options

Second Year Outline of Topics

For definitive details see the Physics Department’s Lecture Database
(www.physics.ox.ac.uk/lectures/).

Below is a brief outline of the mainstream topics that will be lectured in Michaelmas,
Hilary and Trinity Terms. Most colleges are able to do two classes or tutorials per week.
Tutorials are done in pairs, or sometimes in threes. Classes are normally made up of all
the students in that year in a College. There is approximately one tutorial or class per four
lectures.

Michaelmas Term: week by week

No. of
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 lectures
[Al:Kinetic Energy and Thermodynamics ] 22
[A2:Electromagnetism ] 11
[A3:Quantum Mechanics ------------- ] 12
[Mathematical Methods & Extras ] 23
Hilary Term: week by week
No. of
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 lectures
[A1:Statistical Mechanics ] 12
[A2:Electromagnetism ------- ] 9
[A2:0ptics =====m=mmmmmmmm oo e ] 12
[A3:Quantum Mechanics ] 15
[A3:Further Quantum Physics --] 9
[S07:Classical Mechanics ] 12
Trinity Term: week by week
No. of
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 lectures
[A2:Optics ] 8
[A3:Further Quantum Physics] 9
[SO1: Functions of a Complex Variable] 12
[S02: Astrophysics: ... =============-emnm-- ] 12
[SO4: Energy Studies -------------------- ] 12
[S09: Financial Physics ------------------ ] 12
[S10: Medical & Health Physics -------- ] 12
[S12: Introduction to Biophysics -------- ] 12

18



Third Year

2010-2011 |[BA Course]

Choice of Course

During Michaelmas, you must decide whether
you will take the three year course (BA) or
the four year course (MPhys). If you have any
doubts concerning which course you should
take you should discuss the situation carefully,
with your tutor. For the BA approximately 57%
of the marks for your final degree classification
depend on work done for Part B.

Part B Examination

The examination will take place at the end of
Trinity and consists of four 1'% hour papers, a
Short Option paper, assessed practical work and
areport on a project or extended essay. The four
12 hour papers are chosen from the B papers of
the 3rd year of the MPhys course: B1: L. Flows,
Fluctuations and Complexity and I1. Symmetry
and Relativity; B2: Ill. Quantum, Atomic and
Molecular Physics and 1V. Sub-Atomic Phys-
ics; B3: V. General Relativity and Cosmology
and V1. Condensed-Matter Physics and must
include 111, IV and VI. The B papers will be
divided into two sections; each 1% hours du-
ration with students being required to answer
two questions from four in each section. The
material will be covered by lectures, tutorials and
classes concentrated in Michaelmas & Hilary of
the third year. Full details of the syllabuses are
given in Appendix E.

Practical Work including Written Skills

The requirement for practical work for Part
B is 6 days, undertaken in Michaelmas. A
second Short Option may be offered in place
of practical work. There is no practical work
in Hilary. BA students have to write a report
on the practical they have done on their own
in the third year. The BA project or essay is
undertaken in the second half of Hilary Term.
The practical report write-up is part of the
training in written communication skills for
in Part B (see page 9). There is also an as-
sessed practical, see page 9 of the Practical
Course Handbook and the examiners’ matters
web page will contain details of the handling
of logbooks.

Short Options & Language Option

Details on the Short Options (and alternatives)
are given on page 27. It is possible to offer a
second Short Option in place of 6 days of practi-
cal work, but note that most short option lec-
tures are delivered at the start of Trinity Term.

Alternative subjects, extra practicals and
extended practical

Given the necessary permission, it is also pos-
sible to offer alternatives in place of the Short
Option. Details are given on page 27.

Project or Essay

The project or essay is undertaken during the
final three weeks of Hilary. The BA Projects
& Essays Handbook contains details of the
projects and essays and will be circulated at
the start of Michaelmas. This contains the
timetable for carrying out the project work and
handing in the report. You must specify your
choice of project or essay by noon on Friday
of 2" week of Michaelmas. The allocation of
projects will be published during 5" week of
Michaelmas, and you should then contact your
supervisor to discuss preparation for the project
work. There is a compulsory Safety Lecture
in 1* week of Hilary, which all BA project
students MUST attend. Three (3) copies of the
report or essay with a declaration of authorship
and a copy of the report or essay in pdf format
on a CD must be handed in to the Examination
Schools by Monday of 1* week of Trinity Term.

Undergraduate Physics Conference

This conference is an annual event held in
0" week of Trinity Term for second and third
year students. There is a small fee, for which
students may apply to their College, for at-
tendance with bookings being taken from mid-
Michaelmas Term. For more details see www.
physics.ox.ac.uk/users/palmerc/oupc.htm.

Exam Entry

Entry for the Prelims exam is at the end of 4"
week of Hilary Term and 3" week of Trinity
Term for Short Option choices. Specific details
will be published by the Examiners.
The Examination Regulations provides guid-
ance for students with special examination
needs. “... An application ... shall be made
as soon as possible after matriculation and in
any event not later than the date of entry of
the candidate’s name for the first examination
for which special arrangements are sought.”
Please see The Examination Regulations http://
www.admin.ox.ac.uk/examregs/ for more
information.
See Appendix B for information about the
types of calculators which may be used in
Public examinations.
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BA Project or Essay

BA Projects & Essays
Handbook 2010-2011

Part B Papers

B1: 1. Flows, Fluctuations
and Complexity and II.
Symmetry and Relativity

B2: III. Quantum, Atomic
and Molecular Physics and
IV. Sub-Atomic Physics

B3: V. General Relativity
and Cosmology and VI.
Condensed-Matter Physics

Undergraduate

Physics Conference
www.physics.ox.ac.uk/us-
ers/palmerc/oupc.htm

Part B Practical

Short Options



Third Year 2010-2011 [MPhys Course]

Short Options

Language Option

Undergraduate

Physics Conference
www.physics.ox.ac.uk/us-
ers/palmerc/oupc.htm

Major Options

Part B Papers

B1: 1. Flows, Fluctuations
and Complexity and II.
Symmetry and Relativity

B2: III. Quantum, Atomic
and Molecular Physics and
IV. Sub-Atomic Physics

B3: V. General Relativity
and Cosmology and VI.
Condensed-Matter Physics

Part B Practical

Choice of Course

During Michaelmas, you must decide wheth-
er you will take the three year course (BA) or
the four year course (MPhys). Your tutor will
have received the results of your Part A ex-
amination over the long vacation, and if you
have any doubts concerning which course you
should take you should discuss the situation
carefully with your tutor in the light of your
examination results. After Part A the examin-
ers will have published a list of those students
eligible to proceed to the MPhys course; the
standard required is the equivalent of a II.1
Class or better in Part A. You should bear in
mind that the four year course is designed to
be a challenging one and will involve an ap-
preciable amount of advanced work. You will
also be expected to work more independently
than during your first three years. If you take
the four year course, 42% of the total marks
leading to your final degree classification will
depend on work done in the 4" year.

Part B Examination

The examination will take place at the end
of Trinity Term and consist of three 3 hour
papers: Bl: I. Flows, Fluctuations and
Complexity and II. Symmetry and Relativity,
B2: 11l. Quantum, Atomic and Molecular
Physics and IV. Sub-Atomic Physics, B3: V.
General Relativity and Cosmology and VI
Condensed-Matter Physics. The B papers
are divided into two sections;each section
is 1.5 hours in duration with students being
required to answer two questions from four
in each section.

The material will be covered by lectures, tuto-
rials and classes concentrated in Michaelmas
& Hilary of the third year. Full details of the
syllabuses are given in Appendix E.

Practical Work including Written Skills

The requirement for practical work for Part
B is 12 days (8 days in Michaelmas and 4
days in Trinity). It is possible to substitute
6 days of practical work, by taking a second
short option, but a minimum of 6 days must
be offered. There is also an assessed practi-
cal, see page 9.

There is no practical work in Hilary but
students should write a report on the one
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practical they have done on their own. The
practical report write-up is part of the training
in written communication skills and contrib-
utes to Written Skills in Part B.

The Practical Course Handbook and http://
www.physics.ox.ac.uk/teach/exammatters.
htm will contain details of the handling of
logbooks.

Short Options & Language Option

Details of the Short Options (and alterna-
tives) are given on page 27. It is possible to
offer a second Short Option in place of 6 days
of practical work.

Alternative subjects, extra practicals and
extended practical

Given the necessary permission, it is also
possible to offer alternative subjects or an
account of extra practicals or an extended
practical in place of the compulsory Short
Option. Details are given on page 27.

Changing from the MPhys to the BA

If you are considering changing from the
MPhys to the BA, you must make application
to your College.

If you decide to change to the BA after you
have entered for the MPhys Part B (4" week
of Hilary Term), you will have to formally
withdraw from the MPhys degree course via
College and re-enter to do the BA course.

If you decide to change to the BA after you
have had the outcome of your Part B results,
you will have to formally withdraw from
the MPhys degree course via College and
re-enter to do the BA course. It will only be
necessary for you to complete a BA project
or essay. This can be done during the sum-
mer vacation, subject to availability of su-
pervisors, or in the next academic year. It is
important to note that you will only graduate
at the end of the next academic year.

A MPhys classification does not have an
equivalent BA classification. Once you have
taken the MPhys examination, you receive
a MPhys degree and are ineligible for a BA
degree.



Undergraduate Physics Conference

This conference is an annual event held in
0" week of Trinity Term for second and third
year students. There is a small fee for attend-
ance, for which students may apply to their
College, with bookings being taken from
mid-Michaelmas Term. For more details
see www.physics.ox.ac.uk/users/palmerc/
oupc.htm.

Major Options

In 5" week of Trinity Term, there will be a
general introduction to the Major Options
(for details consult the lecture list). By Friday
of 6™ week you will be required to return a
form indicating your option choices in order
of preference.

Alternative Major Options

It is possible to substitute another subject in
place of a Physics Major Option, provided the
course and exam already exist and are of suf-
ficient weight. Permission must be sought via
the Assistant Head of Teaching (Academic)
in Trinity Term of your third year.

Exam Entry

Entry for the FHS Part B exam is at the end of
4" week of Hilary Term, and 3" week of Trin-
ity Term for Short Option choices. Specific
details will be published by the Examiners.

The Examination Regulations provides guid-
ance for students with special examination
needs. “... An application ... shall be made
as soon as possible after matriculation and in
any event not later than the date of entry of

the candidate’s name for the first examination
for which special arrangements are sought.”
Please see The Examination Regulations
http://www.admin.ox.ac.uk/examregs/ for
more information.

See Appendix B for information about the
types of calculators which may be used in
Public examinations.

Physics and Philosophy

The physics component in Part B consists of
three (or five if your elective paper is in phys-
ics) subjects drawn from the following list:

* B1:I. Fluctuations, flows and complexity

* BI:II. Symmetry and relativity

* B2:111. Quantum, atomic and molecular
physics

* B2:IV. Sub-atomic physics

* B3:V. General Relativity and cosmology

* B3:VI. Condensed-matter physics

* BT: VII. Classical mechanics

Your selection must include at least two of
the subjects 11, V and VII.

Subjects I-VI are the same as the core Part
B physics papers taken by MPhys students,
which are examined in three three-hour pa-
pers, B1, B2 and B3 as shown above, with
1?2 hours allocated to each of the two sections
in each paper. The syllabus and lectures for
subject VII Classical Mechanics are identical
with the those for the Physics Short Option
S07 of the same name, but the paper is not
the same. The BT paper is specially set for
PP students, in the same format as the other
six subjects in Part B, and 172 hours in length.
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Third Year Outline of Topics

For definitive details see the Physics Department’s Lecture Database
(www.physics.ox.ac.uk/lectures/).

Below is a brief outline of the mainstream topics that will be lectured in Michaelmas, Hilary

and Trinity Terms. There are normally two classes or tutorials per week. Tutorials are done in
pairs, or sometimes in threes. Classes are normally made up of all the students in that year in
a College. There is approximately one tutorial or class per four lectures.

Michaelmas Term: week by week

No. of
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 lectures
[B1: 1. Flows, Fluctuations and Complexity 1 22
[B1: II. Symmetry and Relativity ] 22
[B2: III. Quantum, Atomic and Molecular Physics 1 22
[S18:Advanced Quantum Mechanics ----] 12
[Extras 1 2
Hilary Term: week by week
No. of
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 lectures
[B2: IV. Sub-Atomic Physics ] 22
[B3: V. General Relativity and Cosmology 1 22
[B3: VI. Condensed-Matter Physics ] 22
[S07:Classical Mechanics 1 12
[Extra 1 1
Trinity Term: week by week
No. of
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 lectures
[B1: 1. Flows, Fluctuations and Complexity ----------------- 1 2
[B1: II. Symmetry and Relativity -----------==--mmmmmemmeee- 1 2
[B2: III. Quantum, Atomic and Molecular Physics --------- 1 2
[B2: IV. Sub-Atomic Physics 1 2
[B3: V. General Relativity and Cosmology ------------------ 1 2
[B3: VI. Condensed-Matter Physics -----------==n-mmmmmmmmmmen 1 2
[SO1: Functions of a Complex Variable --------------------- 1 12
[S04: Energy Studies 1 12
[S09: Financial Physics 1 12
[S10: Medical & Health Physics 1 12
[S12: Introduction to Biophysics ] 12
[S16: Plasma Physics ] 12
[S19: Particle Accelerator Science ----------===-======zm-mmoux 1 12
[S25: Physics of Climate Change 1 12
[S26: Stars and Galaxies ] 12
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Lecture timetables

www.physics.ox.ac.uk/
lectures/

Part B Papers

B1: L. Flows, Fluctuations
and Complexity and II.
Symmetry and Relativity

B2: III. Quantum, Atomic
and Molecular Physics and
IV. Sub-Atomic Physics

B3: V. General Relativity
and Cosmology and

VI. Condensed-Matter
Physics

S18: Advanced
Quantum Mechanics

S07: Classical
Mechanics

BA Projects & Essays

Part B Papers
Part B Practical

Short Options



Fourth Year 2010-2011 [MPhys Course]

Part C Finals for the 4-year MPhys

In Trinity Term 2011, you are required to
take two 3 hour examination papers on Ma-
jor Options of your choice (see Appendix
G). These papers together with a project
form Finals Part C for the MPhys course.
Although you will have made a considered
preliminary choice of options in Trinity Term
of your third year, you may revise that choice
at the start of Michaelmas Term.

If you wish to change, or have not yet
indicated your choice, it is essential that
you inform the Assistant Head of Teaching
(Academic) and the relevant Option Coor-
dinators no later than Friday of 0" week of
Michaelmas (see http://www.physics.ox.ac.
uk/teaching).

Lectures and Classes for the Major
Options

The lectures for the Major Options take place
from the start of Michaelmas Term until the
middle of Trinity Term. During Hilary Term,
fewer lectures are given to allow time for the
MPhys project.

The lecture courses cover the material given
in the syllabuses in Appendix G at the back
of the handbook.

For each option there will be a total of 8
classes, distributed roughly as: 4 classes in
Michaelmas, 2 classes in Hilary and 2 classes
in Trinity. More details on the Major Options
are given via the Physics web page http://
www.physics.ox.ac.uk/teaching.

The Major Options available are:

e CI: Astrophysics

e (2: Laser Science and Quantum
Information Processing

e (C3: Condensed Matter Physics

e (C4: Particle Physics

e (C5: Physics of Atmospheres and Oceans

e (CO6: Theoretical Physics

e C7: Biological Physics

Each of the seven physics Major Options are
examined in a single 3-hour paper. Answer
4 questions from a choice of 8.

The lectures are an integral part of the Major
Options and as such you are strongly advised to
attend all lectures. Classes will be treated like
tutorials and any absence, or failure to submit
written work, will be reported to your College.

Alternative Major Options

It is possible to substitute another subject in
place of a Physics Major Option, provided
the course and exam already exist and are
of sufficient weight. See the Examination
Regulations on page 50. Permission must be
sought from the Physics Teaching Faculty
in Trinity Term of your third year. Please
inform the Assistant Head of Teaching (Aca-
demic) by e-mail at c.leonard-mcintyre@
physics.ox.ac.uk. Students will be advised
of the decision by the start of Michaelmas
Term at the latest.

Projects

Projects are carried out during Hilary Term.
The MPhys Projects Handbook containing
details of the projects for the MPhys will be
circulated at the start of Michaelmas Term.
This also contains a timetable for carrying
out the project work and handing in the re-
port. You must specify your choice of project
by noon on Friday of 2" week, Michaelmas
Term. The allocation of projects will be is-
sued in 5" week Michaelmas Term, and you
should contact your supervisor to discuss
preparation for the project work.

There is a compulsory Safety Lecture in
1" week of Hilary Term, which all MPhys
students must attend.

Three (3) copies of the final report with a
declaration of authorship and a copy of the
report or essay in pdf format on a CD must
be handed in to the Examination Schools by
Monday of 1" week of Trinity Term. See the
MPhys Projects Handbook for more details.

Exam Entry

Entry for the MPhys Part C exam is at the
end of 4" week of Hilary Term (choice of
Major Options and a project title). Specific
details will be published by the Examiners.
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Alternative Major
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Physics and Philosophy

Oxford-Princeton
Exchange

The Examination Regulations provides guid-
ance for students with special examination
needs. “... An application ... shall be made
as soon as possible after matriculation and in
any event not later than the date of entry of
the candidate’s name for the first examination
for which special arrangements are sought.”
Please see the Examination Regulations
http://www.admin.ox.ac.uk/examregs/ for
more information.

See Appendix B for information about the
types of calculators which may be used in
Public examinations.

Physics and Philosophy

The fourth year comprises Part C of the FHS.
The examination is in the latter part of Trin-
ity Term in both disciplines. Candidates will
be required to offer three units in Physics or
Philosophy, chosen in any combination from
the lists for Physics and for Philosophy. Each
unit has a weight of 14 for the purposes of
the Finals algorithm, giving a total weight
11% for Parts A, B and C.

A unit in Physics consists of either a written
paper on a Physics Major Option, or a project
report on either advanced practical work or
other advanced work. The Physics Major Op-
tions and the Projects are those specified on
page 23 and in the MPhys Projects Handbook
2010-2011. Syllabuses for the Physics Major
Options are given in Appendix G.
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A unit in Philosophy consists of one of the
permitted philosophy papers together with
a submitted essay on a topic from the paper,
or a philosophy thesis. For details see the
Physics and Philosophy Handbook.

If you wish to offer a physics project, please
refer to the note on page 23 about project
allocation etc., and most importantly, you
must attend the Safety Lecture in 1* week
of Hilary Term if you intend to do an ex-
perimental project.

The Oxford-Princeton Exchange

The fourth year may instead be spent at
Princeton University. All teaching is then
the responsibility of Princeton. However,
the examination remains the responsibility
of Oxford University, it is in the latter part
of Trinity Term in both disciplines. It is
conducted on the basis of written material
produced for grading purposes at Princeton
throughout the academic year. For further
details of the scheme, including Applica-
tion, Syllabus, Teaching and Examination
please refer to the Physics and Philosophy
Handbook.

The exchange is limited to a few students
per year. Selection is done on merit, on
the basis of application (and interview), on
recommendation of your tutors, and on your
achievement in public examinations to date.



Fourth Year Outline of Topics

For definitive details see the Physics Department’s Lecture Database
(www.physics.ox.ac.uk/lectures/).

Lecture timetables

Below is a brief outline of the mainstream topics that will be lectured in Michaelmas, Hilary www.physics.ox.ac.uk

and Trinity Terms. Each physics Major Option is usually supported by 8 classes. Typically a flocures!
class size is 8 students.
Michaelmas Term: week by week
No. of Part C Papers
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 lectures
[C1:Astrophysics ] 28
[C2:Lasers and Quantum Information Processing ] 24
[C3:Condensed Matter Physics ] 24
[C4:Particle Physics ] 24
[C5:Physics of Atmospheres and Oceans ] 24
[C6:Theoretical Physics ] 24
[C7:Biological Physics 1 24
[Extras ---] 1
Hilary Term: week by week
No. of
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 lectures Part C Papers
[C1:Astrophysics ] 9 MPhys Projects
[C2:Lasers and Quantum Information Processing ] 6
[C3:Condensed Matter Physics ] 5
[C4:Particle Physics ] 9
[C5:Physics of Atmospheres and Oceans ] 8
[C6:Theoretical Physics ] 16
[C7:Biological Physics 1 8
[Extras ---] 1
Trinity Term: week by week
No. of
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 lectures
[C1:Astrophysics ] 6
[C2:Lasers and Quantum Information Processing --------- ] 9
[C3:Condensed Matter Physics ] 12 Part C Papers
[C4:Particle Physics ] 8
[CS5:Physics of Atmospheres and Oceans  ----------------- 1 10
[C6:Theoretical Physics 1
[C7:Biological Physics ] 8
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Short Options 2010-2011, Language Option & Alternatives

The Short Options for the academic year 2010/11 are listed below. Each Physics short option is covered by 12 lectures
and examined in a 1% hour paper. The syllabuses for the Short Options are given in Appendix F.

The column labelled ‘Years’ indicates the year or years in which it would be most appropriate to take the option
(based on assumed prior knowledge). Short options will be offered in alternate years and this will come into effect
from Trinity 2012.

If in doubt, consult your tutor or the option lecturer(s). A Short Option subject may only be offered once.

Physics Short Options

Code Title Years Notes Term
S01 Functions of a Complex Variable 123 (a) TT
S02 Astrophysics: from Planets to the Cosmos 12 (a) TT
S03 Quantum Ideas 1 only (a) TT
S04 Energy Studies 23 (c) TT
S07 Classical Mechanics 23 (a), (d) HT
S09 Financial Physics 23 TT
S10 Medical and Health Physics 23 (b) TT
S12 Introduction to Biophysics 23 (c) TT
S16 Plasma Physics 3 (a) TT
S18 Advanced Quantum Mechanics 3 (a) MT
S19 Particle Accelerator Science 3 TT
S25 Physics of Climate Change 3 TT
S26 Stars and Galaxies 3 TT

From other Departments or Faculties

S20 History of Science 23 (e) MT
S21 Philosophy of Science 23 (e) HT
S22 Language Option (French and Spanish or German) 2 3 ) TT
S27 Philosophy of Space-Time 23 (e)

S28 Philosophy of Quantum Mechanics 23 (e)

Note:

(a) This Short Option offered every year

(b) This Short Option will be offered in Trinity 2013, 2015, 2017, 2019 ...

(c) This Short Option will be offered in Trinity 2012, 2014, 2016, 2018 ...

(d) Physics and Philosophy Paper BT: VII. Classical Mechanics.

(e) These subjects are pre-approved. The examination for these options are taken in either Michaelmas or Hilary Terms.

(f) Subject to passing the preliminary test in Hilary Term
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Short Options

Short Options are intended to introduce either specialist
topics or subjects outside the mainstream courses. They
allow students to experiment with new material without
significant prejudice to their degree class, as they carry
a low weighting.

Format of the Short Option Paper

Physics Short Options will be examined by a single
compendium paper divided into sections - one for each
option - each containing 3 questions. Candidates offer-
ing one Short Option should attempt two questions from
one section in 1’4 hours. Candidates offering two Short
Options should attempt four questions, two from each
section, in 3 hours.

Prelims
Choose from one of the Short Options SO1, S02 or S03.

The Short Option in Prelims is not subject to a resit,
but is a required part of the examination and a good
performance will help if you are on the borderline of a
Pass or Distinction.

Parts A & B

At least one Short Option must be offered in Parts A & B
(for both courses). Alternatives, including the Language
Option, are available.

For both Parts A and B, a second Short Option may be
offered in place of 6 days of practical work. Students
electing to take this choice must inform the Assistant
Head of Teaching (Academic) by e-mail at c.leonard-
mcintyre@physics.ox.ac.uk by the end of Michaelmas
Term.

At the start of Michaelmas Term, meetings, will be held
for the 2" and 3" years to explain the options and choices
open to them with regard to Short Options, Practical
Work and alternatives. Details about times and places
will be announced in the Lecture List.

Pre-approved subjects

Philosophy of Science is a short option which is offered
by the Faculty of Philosophy and has been pre-approved.
The short option, History of Science, offered by the Fac-
ulty of History has also been pre-approved. This means
that students wishing to do these two separate short op-
tions do not have to seek permission from the Head of
the Physics Teaching Faculty.

Please note: for students doing both short options Phi-
losophy Science and History of Science, this becomes
the Supplementary Subject: History and Philosophy of
Science.
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Supplementary Subject: History and Philosophy of
Science

A Supplementary Subject is a paper offered within the
University by other departments. Physics students may
substitute such a paper instead of two short options.

Anyone wishing to enrol for this Supplementary Subject
should come to the first lecture, to be given in the Tanner
Room, Linacre College, see the Physics Department’s
Lecture Database (www.physics.ox.ac.uk/lectures/). It
is especially important to be present at the first lecture,
immediately after which tutorial groups for the term will
be arranged. Please contact Prof. P. Corsi (pietro.corsi@
history.ox.ac.uk). More details can be found at http://
www.chem.ox.ac.uk/teaching/sshistory.html. If you
wish to offer this supplementary subject, please inform
the Assistant Head of Teaching (Academic) by e-mail
at ¢.leonard-mcintyre@physics.ox.ac.uk by 2™ week of
Michaelmas Term.

The examination dates for these short options is different
from the normal Physics Short Option date. No examina-
tion results will be released before the completion of all
the Physics examinations.

Alternative Subject

Students may propose in writing to the Head of the Phys-
ics Teaching Faculty or deputy another subject paper or
papers, to replace the compulsory Short Option paper in
Part A or Part B. The application will only be agreed if
the proposed course and examination already exist within
the University and is considered appropriate. Application
must be made by e-mail to c.leonard-mcintyre@physics.
ox.ac.uk; the deadline is Friday of 4" week Michaelmas
Term. Students will be advised of the decision by the end
of 8" week of Michaelmas Term.

Language Option

The language option will involve 32 hours of classes
together with associated work in Trinity Term. It can be
used to replace the Short Option paper in either Part A or
Part B. It may not be taken in both Parts A and B.

A course is offered in French every year. Courses in Ger-
man or Spanish are offered in alternate years. In Trinity
Term 2011, the language courses will be French and
German. The minimum entry requirement is normally
an A at GCSE in the relevant language or equivalent.

There will be a presentation for those interested in taking
alanguage option at the Language Centre, 12 Woodstock
Road on the Friday of 4" week, Michaelmas Term, at
3.00 pm. Formal application to the Head of the Physics
Teaching Faculty by students intending to take a language
option is required by Friday of 6" week Michaelmas
Term. There is a preliminary test in the middle of Hilary
Term to determine eligibility to take this option. The



Examination Regulations reads: “Approval shall not be
given to candidates who have, at the start of the course,
already acquired demonstrable skills exceeding the target
learning outcomes in the chosen language”.

For the language options, final assessment is based on
the syllabus and learning outcomes published by the
Language Centre.

For further information, contact the Physics Teaching
Faculty (see Appendix N) or Dr Robert Vanderplank at
the Language Centre (robert.vanderplank@lang.ox.ac.
uk).

Extra practical and an extended practical

There are two options for students wishing to replace a
Short Option with practical work. Extra practical is 6 days
of extra practical work in addition to the normal practical
quota for the second and third year. An extended practical
is very like a ‘mini project’

Students must apply, by email to the Assistant Head of
Teaching (Academic) at c.leonard-mcintyre@physics.
ox.ac.uk to replace a Short Option paper in Part A or
Part B by extra practical work or an extended practical.
The application must be made before noon on Friday of
2" week of Michaelmas Term. This complies with the
Examination Regulations which reads “ ... a candidate
may propose to the Chairman of the Faculty of Physics
or deputy, not later than the fourth week of Michaelmas
Full Term preceding the examination, either to offer an-
other subject paper, or to offer instead a written account
of extended practical work ...”

Students will be informed by noon on Tuesday of 4" week
of Trinity Term which practical they will write up in a
written report (which is the written account of extended
practical work). The report must be submitted in paper
copy and electronic copy, on a CD. No tutor input for
this report will be allowed. Students must submit their
Written Report to the Physics Teaching Faculty Office,
NOT the Examination Schools, before noon on Friday
of 5" week of Trinity Term.

Extra practical

The 6 (six) extra days practical work will begin only when
the normal practical quota has been completed and should
be booked and grades entered on the MS (Management
Scheme) as usual.

For Part B MPhys students, the write up for the extra prac-
tical work will not be the same as that for Written Skills.

Part A students doing the 6 additional days of practical in
Part A will not be allowed to repeat this option for Part
B of their course.
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Extended practical

The extended practical is in essence a mini project and
would usually be an extension of one of the practicals
done in the second or third year.

Assessment of extra practical and extended practical

The marking of the extra practical and extended practical
is done using the following categories:

* Introduction and abstract

* Description of Method/apparatus

» Experimental work/results and errors

* Analysis of results

* Conclusions

Note will be taken of good argument in the analysis,
the use of English/Style and, where appropriate clear
diagrams/plots and references

Teaching and Learning Physics in Schools

This course is run by the Department of Educational
Studies and takes place in Hilary Term. The course is
restricted to second year Physics students.

Examination Entry

For Prelims and FHS (Final Honours School) Parts A &
B, examination entry for Physics Short Options is at the
end of 3" week of Trinity Term. Specific details regarding
the examinations will be published by the Examiners.

The Examination Regulations provides guidance for stu-
dents with special examination needs. “... An application
... shall be made as soon as possible after matriculation
and in any event not later than the date of entry of the can-
didate’s name for the first examination for which special
arrangements are sought.” Please see The Examination
Regulations http://www.admin.ox.ac.uk/examregs/ for
more information.



APPENDIX A

Recommended Textbooks

(** main text * supplementary text) Books listed as far as possible by Short Options and Examination Papers
Lecturers will give more details at the start of each course

Short Options

S01: Functions of a Complex Variable

‘Mathematical Methods for Physics and Engineering: A Com-
prehensive Guide’, K F Riley, M P Hobson and S J Bence (CUP,
2002), ISBN 0521-81372 7 (HB), ISBN 0521-89067 5 (PB) **
‘Mathematical Methods in the Physical Sciences’, Boas
‘Mathematical Methods for Physicists’, Arfken

‘Complex Variables’, Spiegel

S02: Astrophysics:from planets to the cosmos

(suitable for 1st and 2nd years)
‘Introductory Astronomy & Astrophysics’, Zeilek & Gregory
‘Universe’, Kaufmann & Freedman

S03: Quantum Ideas

‘QED’, R P Feynman (Penguin)

‘Quantum Theory: A Very Short Introduction’, J. Polkinghorne
(OUP)

‘The New Quantum Universe’, T. Hey and P. Walters (CUP)

“The Strange World of Quantum Mechanics’, Daniel F. Styer (CUP)

S04: Energy Studies

‘Energy Science’, John Andrews and Nick Jelley (OUP 2007)**
‘Sustainable Energy - Without the Hot Air ‘, D Mackay, (Cam-
bridge, 2009) http://www.withouthotair.com/*

‘Renewable Energy Resources’, Twidell & Weir (E&FN Spon)
‘Energy’, Aubrecht (Prentice Hall)

‘Nuclear Energy’, Bodarsky (AIP Press)

‘Renewable Energy, Power for a Sustainable Future’, Boyle (Edi-
tor) (OUP/Open University)

‘Engineering Thermodynamics’, Rogers & Mayhew (Longman)
‘Environmental Physics’, E Boeker & R van Grondelle

‘Nuclear Reactor Engineering’, S Glasstone & A Sesonske
‘Energy’, a guide book, ] Ramage

S07: Classical Mechanics¥

‘Mechanics (Course of Theoretical Physics), Vol 1°, L D Landau
and E Lifshitz (IoP Publishing [earlier editions published by
Pergamon]):First volume of the celebrated ‘Course of Theoretical
Physics’**.

‘Classical mechanics’, 5th ed, T.W.B. Kibble & F.H. Berkshire**
‘Classical mechanics’, 3rd ed H. Goldstein, C. Poole & J. Safko.
Covers more advanced topics too.

The following books are more difficult:

‘Mathematical methods of classical mechanics’, V.I. Arnold.
Adopts an elegant, more mathematically sophisticated approach
than the other books listed here, developing the maths along with
the mechanics.

‘Structure and interpretation of classical mechanics’ G.J. Sussman
& J. Wisdom. Uses a modern, explicit “functional’” notation and
breaks everything down into baby steps suitable for a computer.
+ also for BT:VII. Classical Mechanics

29

S09: Financial Physics

‘Financial Market Complexity’, Neil F. Johnson, Paul Jefferies ,
Pak Ming Hui (OUP, 2003)

S10: Medical and Health Physics

‘Fundamental Physics for Probing and Imaging’, Wade Allison,
Oxford (2006)**

ISBN 9780199203888 and 9780199203895

‘Radiation and Reason’, Wade Allison, York Publishing
Services (2009)* ISBN 9780956275615

S12: Introduction to Biophysics

‘Biochemistry’, D. Voet and J. Voet (Wiley)

‘Molecular Biology of the Cell’, B. Alberts et al. (Garland)
‘Mechanics of Motor Proteins and the Cytoskeleton’, J. Howard
(Sinauer)

S16: Plasma Physics
‘Plasma Dynamics’, R.O. Dendy (OUP)
‘Introduction to Plasma Physics and Controlled Fusion: Volume

1, Plasma Physics’ Francis F. Chen (Plenum)

S18:

Quantum Mechanics’, 3rd edition, L.I.Schiff, (McGraw-Hill)
Useful as a reference text both for scattering theory and the Dirac
equation.

‘Quantum Mechanics’, Volume II, C. Cohen-Tannoudgi, B. Diu
and F.Laloe, (John Wiley & Sons)

A very readable introduction to scattering theory although some-
what limited in content.

‘Modern Quantum Mechanics’, J.J. Sakurai, (Addison-Wesley)
Contains an excellent treatment of the scattering theory topics
of the course.

‘Relativistic Quantum Mechanics’, I.J.R. Aitchison, (Macmillan)
An excellent introduction to the relativistic aspects of the course.
‘Relativistic Quantum Mechanics’, Bjorken and Drell, (McGraw-
Hill) A “classic” text.

S19: Particle Accelerator Science

‘An introduction to particle accelerators’, Edmund Wilson,
(Clarendon Press, 2001), QC787.P3 WIL, ISBN-10: 0198508298,
ISBN-13: 978-0198508298 **

‘The physics of Particle accelerators’, Klaus Wille, QC787.P3
WIL ISBN 0198505493 *

More advanced:

‘Handbook of Accelerator Physics and Engineering’, Alex Chao
and Maury Tigner, ISBN: 9810235003 *

Advanced Quantum Mechanics



S25: Physics of Climate Change

‘Global Warming: Understanding the Forecast’, David Archer(
Blackwell, 2007) ISBN: 978-1-4051-4039-3

‘Climate Change 2007: The Physical Science Basis’, S. Solo-
mon, D. Qin et al (eds.)(CUP, 2007) ISBN: 978-0-521-70596-7,
available online at http://www.ipcc.ch/publications_and_data/
ar4/wgl/en/contents.html u

“An Introduction to Atmospheric Physics” (2 edition), D. G.
Andrews, CUP, 2010, Chapter 8

S26: Stars and Galaxies

“Astrophysics for Physicists”, Chouduri
“Galactic Dynamics”, Binney & Tremaine
“Stellar Structure and Evolution”, Kippenhahn & Weigert

First Year
CP1: Physics 1

Classical Mechanics

‘Classical Mechanics’, M W McCall (Wiley 2001) ‘In-
troduction to Classical Mechanics’, A P French & M G Ebison
(Chapman & Hall) (Out of print but in most libraries)
‘Analytical Mechanics’, 6th ed, Fowles & Cassidy (Harcourt 1999)
‘Fundamentals of Physics’ (Chapters on Mechanics), Halliday,
Resnick & Walker (Wiley)

‘Physics for Scientists & Engineers’, (Chapters on Mechanics)
Tipler (W H Freeman 1999)

Special Relativity

‘Special Relativity’, A P French, (MIT, Physics Series) [Nelson,
1968]

‘Spacetime Physics’, E F Taylor & J A Wheeler (Freeman, 1992) Several
publishers including Nelson, Chapman & Hall.

‘Introductory Special Relativity’, W G V Rosser

‘Lectures on Special Relativity’, M G Bowler (Pergamon, 1986)
“‘Special Theory of Relativity’, H Muirhead, (Macmillan)
‘Introducing Special Relativity’, W S C Williams (Taylor &
Francis, 2002)

CP2: Physics 2

Electronics and Circuit Theory

‘Electronics Circuits, Amplifiers & Gates’, D V Bugg (A Hilger,
1991)**

‘Electronics Course Manual’, G Peskett (Oxford Physics)

‘Basic Electronics for Scientists’, J Brophy, 5th ed, (McGraw
Hill, 1990)**

Electromagnetism

‘Electromagnetism’, Second Edition, I S Grant, W R Phillips,
(Wiley, 1990) ISBN: 978-0-471-92712-9**

‘Electromagnetism, principles and applications’, P Lorrain & Dale
R Corson, 2nd ed (Freeman) *

‘Electricity and Magnetism’, W J Duffin, (McGraw Hill)

Optics

‘Optics’, E Hecht, 4th ed (Addison-Wesley, 2003) **

‘Optics and Photonics’, F G Smith and T A King (John Wiley, 2000)
‘Introduction to Modern Optics’, G R Fowles, 2nd ed 1975 (still
in print as a Dover paperback)

‘Fundamentals of Optics’, F A Jenkins and H E White (McGraw-
Hill 2001)
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‘Essential Principles of Physics’, P. M. Whelan and M. J. Hodgson
(any edition from the 1970s)

CP3 & CP4: Mathematical Methods 1 & 2

Calculus

‘Mathematical Methods for Physics and Engineering: A Com-
prehensive Guide’, K F Riley, M P Hobson and S J Bence (CUP,
2002), ISBN 0521-81372 7 (HB), ISBN 0521-89067 5 (PB) **
‘Mathematical Methods in the Physical Sciences’,Boas *

‘All you ever wanted to know about Mathematics but were afraid
to ask’, L Lyons (CUP, 1995) *

Vectors and Matrices

‘Mathematical Methods for Physics and Engineering: A Com-
prehensive

Guide’, K F Riley, M P Hobson and S J Bence (CUP,

2002), ISBN 0521-81372 7 (HB), ISBN 0521-89067 5 (PB) **
‘Mathematical Methods in the Physical Sciences’,Boas *

Ordinary Differential Equations and Complex
Numbers

‘Mathematical Methods for Physics and Engineering: A Com-
prehensive Guide’, K F Riley, M P Hobson and S J Bence (CUP,
2002), ISBN 0521-81372 7 (HB), ISBN 0521-89067 5 (PB) **
‘Mathematical Methods in the Physical Sciences’, M L Boas

Multiple Integrals

‘Mathematical Methods for Physics and Engineering: A Com-
prehensive Guide’, K F Riley, M P Hobson and S J Bence (CUP,
2002), ISBN 0521-81372 7 (HB), ISBN 0521-89067 5 (PB) **
‘Mathematical Methods in the Physical Sciences’, Boas

Vector Calculus

‘Mathematical Methods for Physics and Engineering: A Com-
prehensive Guide’, K F Riley, M P Hobson and S J Bence (CUP,
2002), ISBN 0521-81372 7 (HB), ISBN 0521-89067 5 (PB) **
‘Mathematical Methods in the Physical Sciences’, Boas
‘Advanced Vector Analysis’, C E Weatherburn (1943)

Mathematical Methods

‘Mathematical Methods for Physics and Engineering: A Com-
prehensive Guide’, K F Riley, M P Hobson and S J Bence (CUP,
2002), ISBN 0521-81372 7 (HB), ISBN 0521-89067 5 (PB) **
‘Mathematical Methods in the Physical Sciences’,Boas *
‘Partial Differential Equations for Scientists and Engineers,” G
Stephenson, 3rd ed reprinted 1998, Imperial College Press) **
‘Fourier Series and Boundary Value Problems’, Churchill and
Brown (McGraw-Hill) *

‘Intro to Mathematical Physics, Methods & Concepts’, Chun wa
Wong, (OUP), *

‘Mathematical Methods for Physics and Engineering’, K F Riley,
(CUP), *

‘Mathematical Methods of Physics’, ] Mathews and R L Walker,
(Benjamin) *



Second Year
Mathematical Methods

See first year list.
‘Mathematical Methods for Physicists’, Arfken and Weber (EI-
sevier)

Al:

Kinetic Theory

‘Fundamentals of Statistical and Thermal Physics’, F Reif
(McGraw-Hill) **

‘Thermodynamics, Kinetic Theory and Statistical Thermodynam-
ics’, Sears & Salinger (Addison Wesley)*

“Theoretical concepts in physics’, Longair (CUP)*

Thermal Physics

Thermodynamics

‘Concepts in Thermal Physics’, S J Blundell and K M Blundell (OUP,
2006) **

‘Fundamentals of Statistical & Thermal Physics’, F Reif (McGraw-
Hill)

‘Equilibrium Thermodynamics’, 2nd ed , C. Adkins (McGraw-Hill) **
“Statistical Physics’, F. Mandl (Wiley)

“Statistical Thermodynamics & Kinetic Theory’, C.E. Hecht (Freeman)
‘Equilibrium Thermodynamics’, 3rd edition, C Adkins, (CUP, 1983) **
‘Modern Thermodynamics’, D K Kondepudi and I Prigogine (Wiley)
‘Entropy and its Physical Meaning’, J S Dugdale (Taylor and Francis)
Feynman Lectures, Vol I, chapters 44-46 (Addison-Wesley)

Statistical Mechanics

“Statistical Mechanics: A Survival Guide’, A.M. Glazer and J.S.
Wark (OUP)**

“Statistical Physics’, A.M. Guenault (Kluwer)*

“Statistical Physics’, Mandl *

‘Lectures on Statistical Mechanics’ M. Bowler (Pergamon)

‘A Modern Course in Statistical Physics’, Reichl

A2:

Electromagnetism

‘Introduction to Electrodynamics’, 3rd ed., David J. Griffiths **
‘Electromagnetism’, 2nd ed., [.S. Grant and W.R. Phillips
"Fields and Waves in Communication Electronics’, 3rd ed.,
S. Ramo, J.R. Whinnery and T. van Duzer

‘Classical Electrodynamics’, 3rd ed., J D Jackson

‘Electricity & Magnetism’, 3rd ed., B I Bleaney & B Bleaney
‘Electromagnetic Fields and Waves’, P. Lorrain, D.R. Corson
and F. Lorrain

Electromagnetism and Optics

Optics

‘Optics’, E Hecht, 3rd ed(Addison-Wesley, 1998) **

‘Optics’, M V Klein & T E Furtak, 2nd ed (Wiley, 1986)

‘Light’, R W Ditchburn, 3rd ed, (Academic Press, 1976)

‘Optics and Photonics’, F G Smith and T A King (Wiley, 2000)
‘Optics’, W T Welford, 3rd ed (OUP, 1988)

‘Principles of Optics’, M Born and E Wolf , 7th ed (Pergamon,
1999)
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A3:

Quantum Physics

“The Physics of Quantum Mechanics” J Binney and D Skin-
ner, (Cappella Archive http://www.cappella.demon.co.uk/
cappubs.html#natsci) Written for the course**

‘The Feynman Lectures on Physics Vol. 3°, R. Feynman,
Leighton & Sands A classic but unorthodox QM text. Full of
deep physical insight*

‘The ‘Strange World of Quantum Mechanics’, D. Styer (CUP
paperback) A non-technical introduction that may help bring
history & ideas into focus*

The Principles of Quantum Mechanics (International Se-
ries of Monographs on Physics) <http://www.amazon.com/
Principles-Quantum-Mechanics-International-Monographs/
dp/0198520115/ref=sr 1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=12767
75894&sr=1-1> by P. A. M. Dirac
<http://www.amazon.com/P.-A.-M.-Dirac/e/BO00API1UQ/
ref=sr ntt srch Ink 1? encoding=UTF8&qid=1276775894
&sr=1-1>

(OUP paperback) A very beautiful book for those who ap-
preciate mathematical elegance and clarity.*

Quantum Physics




Third Year

B1: L. Flows, Fluctuations and Complexity,
and II. Symmetry and Relativity

I. Flows, fluctuations and complexity

‘Physical Fluid Dynamics’, 2nd edition, D J Tritton, (CUP)
1988, ISBN-10: 0198544936*

‘Elementary Fluid Dynamics’, D J Acheson, (OUP) 1990,
ISBN-10: 0198596790 *

‘In%troduction to Atmospheric Physics’, D G Andrews, (CUP)
2 edition 2010, ISBN-13: 9780521693189 (Chapter 3 on
radiation only)*

‘Non-linear Dynamics and Chaos’, S. H. Strogatz, (Perseus),
1994, ISBN 0-7382-0453-6 (Chapters 1, 2, 6,9, 11, 12)**
‘Probability, Random Variables and Random Processes
(Schaum’s outline)’, H. P. Hsu, 1997, (2nd ed. 2010), ISBN
0-07-030644-3 (Chapters 2, 3, 5 & 6)

‘Physical Biology of the Cell’, R. Phillips, J. Kondev & J.
Theriot (Garland Science, 2008) **

‘Biological Physics: Energy, Information, Life’, updated 1st
edition, Philip Nelson (W.H.Freeman & Co Ltd, 2008)**
‘Physical Biology of the Cel’l, R. Phillips, J. Kondev & J. Theriot
(Garland Science, 2008) **

‘Biological Physics: Energy, Information, Life’, updated 1" edition,
Philip Nelson (W.H.Freeman & Co Ltd, 2008)**

"Molecular and Cer!jlular Biophysics’, M. B. Jackson (CUP, 2006) **
‘Biochemistry’ 3 Ed, D. Voet & J.G. Voet, (John Wiley & Sons
Inc, 2005) OR

‘Biochemistry’, 6th Ed., L. Stryer, et al (W.H.Freeman & Co Ltd,
2006)

II. Symmetry & relativity

Special Relativity

‘Six not-so-easy pieces : Einstein’s relativity, symmetry and space-
time’, R P Feynmann (Allen Lane, 1998)

‘Introduction to Special Relativity’, W Rindler, (OUP) **
‘Einstein’s miraculous year’, J Stachel (Princeton, 1998)

‘The Special Theory of Relativity’, Muirhead (Macmillan)

‘An Introduction to Special Relativity and its applications’, F N
H Robinson, (World Scientific)**

‘Introducing Special Relativity’, W S C Williams (Taylor & Fran-
cis, 2002) ISBN: 9780415277624

B2: I11. Quantum, Atomic and Molecular
Physics, and IV. Sub-Atomic Physics

III. Quantum, atomic and molecular physics

‘Atomic Physics’, Chris Foot (Oxford Master Series in Phys-
ics) **

‘Atomic & Quantum Physics’, Haken & Wolf (Springer)

‘Principles of Modern Physics’, RB Leighton (McGraw Hill) *
‘Quantum Physics of Atoms, Molecules, Solids, Nuclei and Par-
ticles’, E Eisberg and R Resnick (Wiley)*

‘Elementary Atomic Structure’, G K Woodgate (Oxford) *

‘Atomic Physics’, J C Willmott (Wiley) Manchester Physics Series
Laser Physics, S Hooker and C Webb (Oxford Master Series in
Physics)**

“The Physics of Quantum Mechanics” J Binney and D Skin-
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ner, (Cappella Archive http://www.cappella.demon.co.uk/
cappubs.html#natsci) *

‘Principles of Lasers,” Orazio Svelto, (Plenum Publishing Corpora-
tion KLUWER ACADEMIC PUBL)

ISBN10: 0306457482, ISBN13: 9780306457487

“Laser Physics” Hooker and Webb, ISBN13: 9780198506911,
ISBN10: 0198506910

IV. Sub-atomic Physics

‘Nuclear and Particle Physics: An Introduction’, Brian R. Martin
(Wiley, 2006) ISBN: 978-0-470-02532-1 **

‘Introduction to Nuclear Physics’, W N Cottingham & D A Green-
wood, 2nd edition, (CUP, 2001) *

‘Particle Physics’, A Martin & G Shaw, (Wiley) *

‘Modern quantum mechanics’, Jun John Sakurai, San Fu Tuan,
2nd edition, Addison-Wesley Pub. Co., 1994

ISBN 0201539292, 9780201539295

‘Nuclear and Particle Physics’, W S C Williams, (OUP, 1997)
‘Introduction to Nuclear and Particle Physics’, A Das & T Ferbel,
(Wiley)

‘Introductory Nuclear Physics’, P.E. Hodgson, E Gadioli and E
Gadioli Erba, Oxford Science Publications, ISBN 0 19 851897
8 (paperback)

B3: V. General Relativity and Cosmology,
and VI. Condensed-Matter Physics

V. General relativity and cosmology

“Gravitation and Cosmology”, -Steven Weinerg (Wiley, 1972)
“QGravity- an introduction to Einstein’s theory of general
relativity”, James Hartle (Addison Wesley)

“Spacetime and Geometry”, -Sean Carroll (Addison Wesley)
“General Relativity- an introduction to physicists” , -Michael
Hobson, G. Efstathiou and A. Lasenby (Cambridge)

‘An Introduction to Modern Cosmology’, A. R. Liddle (Wiley,
New York)

‘Cosmological Physics’, J. A. Peacock (Cambridge University
Press)

‘Principles of Physical Cosmology’, P. J. E. Peebles (Princeton
University Press)

‘The State of the Universe’, Pedro G. Ferreira (Phoenix 2007)

VI. Condensed Matter Physics

“The basics of crystallography and diffraction’, C Hammond (OUP)
‘Introduction to Solid State Physics’ C Kittel (Wiley) *

‘Solid State Physics’, J R Hook and H E Hall (Wiley) *

“The Solid State’, H M Rosenberg (OUP) *

“‘Solid State Physics’, N W Ashcroft and N D Mermin (Saunders)
“‘Solid State Physics’, G Burns (AP)

‘Solid State Physics’, H Ibach and H Luth (Springer)

‘States of Matter’, David Goodstein (Dover publishing)



Fourth year

C1: Astrophysics

‘Introductory Astronomy and Astrophysics’, Zeilik and Gregory
(Saunders) *

‘An Introduction to Modern Astronomy’, B. Carroll and DA Ostlie
(Addison-Wesley)

‘Astrophysics I, II’, Bowers and Deeming (Jones and Bartlett)
‘Galactic Astronomy’, Binney and Merrifield (Freeman)

‘High Energy Astrophysics I, II’, Longair (CUP)

‘Galactic Dynamics’, J Binney & S Tremaine (Princeton Uni-
versity, 1987)

‘Physics & Chemistry of the Interstellar Medium’, Sun Kwok
(University Science Books, Sausalito, California) ISBN-10:
1-891389-46-7

C2: Laser Science and Quantum Informa-
tion Processing

‘Quantum Computing: A Short Course from Theory to Experi-
ment’, Joachim Stolze and Dieter Suter (Wiley 2004) **
‘Quantum Computation and Quantum Information’, Michael A.
Nielsen and Isaac L. Chuang (Cambridge 2000)*

‘Feynman Lectures on Computation’, Richard P. Feynman, An-
thony J. G. Hey, Robin W. Allen (Penguin 1999)

“The Physics of Quantum Information’, Dirk Bouwmeester, Artur
Ekert and Anton Zeilinger (Springer 2001)

‘Lasers and Electro-Optics: Fundamentals and Engineering’,
Christopher C. Davies, (Cambridge University Press, First pub-
lished 1996. Reprinted with corrections 2000, 2002) **
‘Modern Classical Optics’, G. Brooker, (OUP 2003) *

‘Laser Electronics’, Joseph T. Verdeyen, (Prentice-Hall, 3rd ed.
1995)

‘Quantum Electronics’, A.Yariv, (Wiley, 3rd ed. 1989) OR ‘Optical
Electronics in Modern Communications’, A.Yariv (OUP 1997)
‘Fundamentals of Photonics’, B.E.A. Saleh & M.C. Tech (Wiley
1991)

‘Principles of Lasers,” Orazio Svelto, (Plenum Publishing Corpora-
tion KLUWER ACADEMIC PUBL)

ISBN10: 0306457482, ISBN13: 9780306457487

“Laser Physics” Hooker and Webb, ISBN13: 9780198506911,
ISBN10: 0198506910

C3: Condensed Matter Physics

General texts

‘Solid State Physics’, N W Ashcroft and N D Mermin (Saunders,
1976) **

“Solid State Physics’, G Burns (Academic Press, 1990) *
‘Introduction to Solid State Physics’, C Kittel (John Wiley &
Sons, 8" ed., 2005) *

‘Principles of Condensed Matter Physics’, P M Chaikin and T
C Lubensky (CUP, 2000) *

Individual topics

o Structure & Dynamics

‘Structure and Dynamics’, M T Dove (OUP, 2003) **

‘The Basics of Crystallography and Diffraction’, C Hammond
(OUP, 2001) *

‘Fundamentals of Crystallography’, C Giacovazzo, H L Monaco,
G Artioli, D Viterbo, G Ferraris, G Gilli, G Zanotti and M Catti
(OUP, 2002) *
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® Electronic Properties

‘Band Theory and Electronic Properties of Solids’, J Singleton
(OUP, 2001) **

e Optical Properties

‘Optical Properties of Solids’, A M Fox (OUP, 2001) **

® Magnetism

‘Magnetism in Condensed Matter’, S J Blundell (OUP, 2000) **
‘Theory of Magnetism’, K Yosida (Springer, 1996) *

® Superconductivity

‘Superconductivity, Superfluids and Condensates’, J F Annett,
(OUP, 2004) **

‘Introduction to Superconductivity’, M Tinkham, (McGraw-
Hill, 1996) *

‘Superconductivity: A Very Short Introduction’, S J Blundell
(OUP, 2009) *

C4:

Introductory
‘Particle Physics’, B R Martin & G P Shaw (Wiley (3rd Ed))

Particle Physics

Course Texts (There is no text that matches the scope and
level of the course very well)

‘Introduction to Elementary Particle Physics’, A Bettini (CUP) *
‘Nuclear and Particle Physics’, W E Burcham & M Jobes (Long-
man) *

‘Introduction to High Energy Physics’, D H Perkins (CUP (4th ed)) *
‘Introduction to Elementary Particles’, M Griffiths (Wiley (2nd Ed))
‘Femtophysics’, M G Bowler (Pergamon)

Reference (Most are graduate level texts)

‘Experimental foundations of Particle Physics’, R Cahn & G
Goldhaber (CUP (2nd Ed))

‘An Intro. to the Standard Model of Part. Phys.’, Cottingham &
Greenwood (CUP (2nd Ed))

‘Quarks & Leptons’, F Halzen & A D Martin (Wiley)

‘Deep Inelastic Scattering’, Devenish & Cooper-Sarkar (OUP)
‘Particle Astrophysics’, D H Perkins (OUP (2nd Ed))

RQM

‘Relativistic Quantum Mechanics’, P Strange (CUP)
‘Relativistic Quantum Mechanics’, I J R Aitchison (Macmillan)
‘Quantum Mechanics II’, R H Landau (Wiley)

Accelerators & Detectors

‘The Physics of Particle Accelerators’, K Wille (OUP)

‘An introduction to Particle Accelerators’, E J N Wilson (Claren-
don Press)

‘Detectors for Particle Radiation’, K Kleinknecht (CUP (2nd Ed))
‘Particle Detectors’, C Grupen (CUP)



CS5:  Physics of Atmospheres and Oceans

‘An Introduction to Atmospheric Physics’ (2nd edition), D. G.
Andrews, CUP, 2010, ISBN-13: 9780521693189 *

“The Physics of Atmospheres’, 3rd edition, J T Houghton, (CUP)
2002, ISBN-10: 0521011221 *

‘An Introduction to Dynamic Meteorology’, 4th edition, J R
Holton, (AP) 2004, ISBN-10: 0123540151 *

‘Atmospheric Science, An Introductory Survey’, 2nd edition, J
M Wallace and P V Hobbs, (AP) 2006, ISBN-10: 012732951X*
‘An Introduction to Atmospheric Radiation’, 2nd edition, K N
Liou, (AP) 2002, ISBN-10: 0124514510 *

‘Remote Sensing of the Lower Atmosphere’, G L Stephens, (OUP)
1994, ISBN-10: 0195081889 *

‘A First Course in Atmospheric Radiation’, 2nd edition, G W Petty,
(Sundog Publishing) 2006, ISBN-10: 0972903313 *

‘Atmospheric Radiation’, R L Goody and Y L Yung, (OUP) 1995,
ISBN-10: 0195102916 *

‘Atmospheric and Oceanic Fluid Dynamics’, G Vallis, (CUP)
2006, ISBN-10: 0521849691

‘Chemistry of Atmospheres’, 3rd edition, R P Wayne, (OUP),
2000, ISBN-10: 019850375X

‘The Martian Climate Revisited’, P L Read and S R Lewis,
(Springer-Praxis) 2004, ISBN-10: 354040743X

‘Giant Planets of our Solar System’, P G J Irwin, (Springer-Praxis)
2003, ISBN-10: 3540006818

C6: Theoretical Physics

‘Introduction to Gauge Field Theory’, D. Bailin and A. Love,
mainly chapters 1 — 6 **

“Statistical Mechanics’, R. P. Feynman mainly chapters 3,4 and 6 **
“Statistical and Thermal Physics’, F. Reif, chapter 15 **
‘Statistical Mechanics of Phase Transitions’, J. M. Yeomans,
chapters 1 — 5 **

An overview A. Zee, ‘Quantum Field Theory in a Nutshell’, Part I **
‘A Modern Course in Statistical Physics’, L. E. Reichl (McGraw-
Hill) *

‘Stochastic Processes in Physics and Chemistry’, N. G. van
Kampen (North Holland) *

‘Introduction to Statistical Mechanics’, K. Huang (CRC Press) *
‘An Introduction to Quantum Field Theory’, M. V. Peskin and D.
V. Schroeder (Addison-Wesley) *

‘Principles of Condensed Matter Physics’, P. M. Chaiken and T.
C. Lubensky (CUP) *
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C7: Biological Physics

‘Biological Physics: Energy, Information, Life’, Philip Nelson
(W.H.Freeman & Co Ltd)

‘M