NERC IRF EOI 2026
NERC Independent Research Fellowship (IRF) 2026
Oxford Physics Expression of Interest (EOI) Form
Oxford Physics EOI deadline: 14 April 2026, midday

Instructions:
· Complete this form use the spaces provided for each question, respecting word and space limits.
· For the file name, use “NERC IRF EOI 2026”, followed by your last name.
· Submit the completed form, together with a single 2-page document containing your academic CV and Outputs list, tofellowships@physics.ox.ac.uk before the internal EOI deadline
· CC your Oxford Physics sponsor when submitting. Your EOI will not be considered without your sponsor copied into your submission email

If you are unable to access the Word template, please contact the Fellowships team, and we will provide an alternative format.
Section A. Applicant Information

	Question
	Applicant Response

	Full Name:
	

	Email:
	

	Current Institution / Department:
	

	Current Role / Position:
	

	PhD viva date:
If your PhD has not yet been awarded, please give an anticipated date
	

	Sub-department applied to:

This should be the same department as your sponsor
	AOPP / ALP / Astro / CMP / PP / Theory

	Oxford Physics Sponsor:
	




Section B. Eligibility

	I confirm that: 
	Response

	My PhD will have been awarded (or viva passed) by February 2027
	Yes/No

	I do not currently hold, and have never held, an independent fellowship (or equivalent position) *
	Yes/No

	I do not currently hold, and have not ever held, a position at lecturer level (or equivalent)*
	Yes/No

	My intended research is within the NERC remit (https://www.ukri.org/councils/nerc/remit-programmes-and-priorities/) 
	Yes/No

	The fellowship application will not be a resubmission of an identical fellowship application 

(applicants may submit revised applications that clearly address feedback from previous assessment)
	Yes/No



*If you are unsure about whether a previous or current role meets these criteria, please contact the Oxford Physics fellowships team (fellowships@physics.ox.ac.uk)




Section C. Project Summary

	Preliminary Project title
≤20 words

	



	Plain English Summary 
Provide a clear summary of your proposed project, written for a general audience.  Clearly summarise your proposed work in terms of:
· Context;
· the challenge (s) the project addresses;
· aims and objectives;
· potential applications and/or benefits.

≤200 words

	











Section D. Research Proposal

	Vision and Approach (summary only)

Briefly, what are you hoping to achieve and how will you deliver your proposed work?

Allow no more than 1 side of A4 (Arial 11pt) for this section. You may use a second side of A4 to include any figures and a reference list.  The instructions for each section may also be deleted.


	[bookmark: _Toc183436010][bookmark: _Toc183436181][bookmark: _Toc183436353][bookmark: _Toc183436387][bookmark: _Toc183436530]
Vision
Briefly describe how your proposed work: 
· is of excellent quality and importance within or beyond the field(s) or area(s)
· has the potential to advance current understanding, or generate new knowledge, thinking or discovery within or beyond the field or area of its focus
· is timely, given current trends, context, and needs;
· impacts world-leading research, society, the economy or the environment

[bookmark: _Toc183436011][bookmark: _Toc183436182][bookmark: _Toc183436354][bookmark: _Toc183436388][bookmark: _Toc183436531]Approach
Briefly explain how you will design your work so that it:  
· is effective, feasible and appropriate to achieve your objectives;
· uses a clear and transparent methodology (if applicable)
· will build on and progress previous work (if applicable)
· will maximise translation of outputs into outcomes and impacts




















Section E. Contextual Information (Optional)

	If you have encountered difficulties in the preparation or submission of your application, or if there are additional factors that have influenced your track record and that you would like the panel to be aware of , please provide details and the effect that this has had on your application here. 

There is no need to disclose any personal circumstances that have contributed to this, though please include a headline explanation such as ‘caring responsibilities’.

Do not use this section to describe additional skills, experiences, or outputs.

Please note that this is not a requirement - you may leave this box blank if you wish. 

All comments provided here will be seen by both the Research Facilitation Team and departmental sift panel members. If you wish to raise anything in confidence, please contact the fellowships team directly (fellowships@physics.ox.ac.uk) 

 ≤150 words
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