Schmidt AI in Science Postdoctoral Fellowship application 2026
Schmidt AI in Science (SAIIS) Postdoctoral Fellowship 2026
Oxford Physics Expression of Interest (EOI) Form
Oxford Physics EOI deadline: 6 August 2026, midday
Your EOI documents will be used for internal assessment and shortlisting.
Oxford Physics recognises that applicants may be at different stages of their career, and may have different levels of familiarity with fellowship schemes. We are interested in your thinking and potential, rather than detailed knowledge of the scheme.  EOIs will be considered in the context of your career stage and experience.

Instructions:
· Complete all sections using the space provided. 
· Responses should be concise, clear, and self-contained. You should avoid repeating information on your CV in detail.
· For the file name, use “SAIIS PF 2026 EOI”, followed by your last name.
· Submit this form together with a single 2-page document containing your academic CV and Outputs list, to fellowships@physics.ox.ac.uk before the internal deadline.
· Please CC your Oxford Physics sponsor when submitting. EOIs submitted without a sponsor copied in will not be considered

If you are unable to access the Word template, please contact the Fellowships team, and we will provide an alternative format.

Information provided on this form will be seen by both the Research Facilitation Team and departmental sift panel members. If you wish to raise anything in confidence, please contact the fellowships team directly (fellowships@physics.ox.ac.uk). 


Section A. Applicant Information
	Question
	Applicant Response

	Full Name:
	

	Email:
	

	Current Institution / Department:
	

	Current Role / Position:
	

	Date of successful PhD defense:

If your PhD has not yet been awarded, please give an anticipated date
	

	Oxford Physics Sponsor name:
	

	Sub-department applied to:

Should be the same as your sponsor
	[bookmark: Check4]|_| Atmosphere, Oceanic and Planetary Physics
[bookmark: Check5]|_| Atomic and Laser Physics
[bookmark: Check6]|_| Astrophysics
[bookmark: Check7]|_| Condensed matter Physics
[bookmark: Check8]|_| Particle Physics
[bookmark: Check9]|_| Theoretical Physics

	(OPTIONAL)

AI/ML academic mentor name:

	





Section B. Eligibility
	I confirm that: 
	Response

	My PhD will have been awarded (or viva passed) by the start date of the fellowship 
	Yes/No

	I have the support of an Oxford faculty member (a "PI") within an MPLS department willing to host me in their lab for the duration of fellowship.    
	Yes/No

	I am able to be in Oxford and engage with the training programme from August/September 2027 
	Yes/No

	I have read the information on the SAIIS webpage regarding eligible costs
	Yes/No



	If you answered “NO” to any of the eligibility questions above, please provide a short explanation why you are seeking an exception 

All comments provided here will be seen by both the Research Facilitation Team and departmental sift panel members. If you wish to raise anything in confidence, please contact the fellowships team directly fellowships@physics.ox.ac.uk  


	





Section C. Applicant Profile
	Track Record
Briefly, outline your existing research, skills, experience, track record and future career plans. You should focus on why you are a good fit for the Schmidt AI in Science programme.

≤200 words

	



	Training Requirements
Please provide a brief training plan outline for the fellowship. You should provide an overview of any AI-related skills you will need to acquire or further develop in order for you to succeed in your planned research. 

Note that deep expertise of AI techniques is not required; however, you will need a basic understanding before starting the fellowship.

≤100 words

	



	Fellowship Benefit 
How will this opportunity support your independence and career trajectory? 

≤75 words

	




Section D. Research Proposal
	Non-specialist summary 
Describe the research in terms that can be understood by a non-specialist reader. What similar research is being/has been undertaken nationally and internationally, and how does your project differ? What are the benefits of applying AI techniques in this area?

≤150 words

	



	Aims and objectives 
State clearly what you want to achieve in this project. Outline the key research questions or hypotheses and the specific objectives you will address. Keep this concise and focused

≤125 words

	



	Approach / Methodology 
Explain how you will deliver the project. Outline the methods, techniques, or approaches you will use, and why they are appropriate. You may briefly note potential risks and how you will manage them, but keep the focus on clarity and feasibility

≤200 words

	



	Novelty and Timeliness 
how might your existing or proposed ideas and techniques find application within one or more areas of
the mathematical, physical or life sciences, and why will this use of AI/ML result in novel insights and impact.

≤100 words

	





Section E. Contextual Information (Optional)
	Additions
Use this space to provide contextual information relevant to your application (e.g. career breaks, caring responsibilities, illness, flexible working) or to highlight any accessibility requirements (either for the application or the fellowship itself).
This is not a requirement – you may leave this box blank if you wish.
You should not use this space to describe additional research skills, experiences, or outputs.

All comments provided here will be seen by both the Research Facilitation Team and departmental sift panel members. If you wish to raise anything in confidence, please contact the fellowships team directly fellowships@physics.ox.ac.uk 

 ≤150 words

	





Section F. Use of Generative AI Tools (for information only)
Oxford Physics recognises that applicants may use generative AI tools (e.g. ChatGPT, Copilot or similar) to support their work. We are interested in understanding how these tools are being used in order to support an open and responsible approach.
Information provided here will not be shared with sift panels and will not be used as part of the assessment process.
Applicants may wish to consult the University’s guidance on the responsible use of generative AI tools: University of Oxford | Research Support | Using Generative AI 

	Have you used generative AI tools in preparing this EOI?
	[bookmark: Check1]|_|Yes

[bookmark: Check2]|_|No

[bookmark: Check3]|_|Prefer not to say



	Optional: If yes, please briefly describe how you used these tools (100 words)

For example, you might have used AI tools to help structure your ideas, improve clarity of writing, or edit text.

	



	If yes, please provide details of the GenAI tool(s) used

For example:  OpenAI (2025). ChatGPT (May 12 version). [Large language model]

For guidance, see University of Oxford guidance | A Library Guide | Referencing AI
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