Royal Society Newton International Fellowship (NIF) application 2026
Royal Society Newton International Fellowship 2026
Oxford Physics Expression of Interest (EOI) Form
Oxford Physics EOI deadline: 14 January 2026, midday
Instructions:
· Complete this form using the spaces provided for each question, and respecting word limits.
· For the file name, use your last name followed by “RoyalSoc NIF 2026 EOI” 
(e.g. SPENCE_RoyalSoc NIF 2026 EOI)
· Submit the completed form, together with a single 2-page supporting document containing your academic CV and Outputs list, to fellowships@physics.ox.ac.uk before the internal EOI deadline
· CC your Oxford Physics sponsor when submitting. Your EOI will not be considered without your sponsor copied into your submission email
If you are unable to access the Word template, please contact the Fellowships team, and we will provide an alternative format.
Section A. Applicant Information
	Question
	Applicant Response

	Full Name:
	

	Email:
	

	Current Institution / Department
	

	Current Role / Position:
	

	Country of Current employment
	

	PhD viva date:
(or expected date)
	

	Sub-department applied to:
AOPP / ALP / Astro / CMP / PP / Theory
	

	Oxford Physics Sponsor name:
	


Section B. Eligibility
	I confirm that: 
	Response

	My PhD will have been awarded (or viva passed) by the funder deadline (11 March 2026)
	Yes/No

	I will have no more than five years active, full-time postdoctoral experience by March 2026 (excluding eligible career breaks)
	Yes/No

	I currently live and work outside the UK 
	Yes/No

	I will not have lived, worked, or undertaken research in the UK for more than 3 months in the 12 months prior to March 2026
	Yes/No

	I do not hold UK citizenship (or have lived outside the UK for most of my life if dual-national)
	Yes/No

	My proposed fellowship project will be based in the UK for its full duration (fieldwork abroad ≤ 1 month/year)
	Yes/No

	If you answered “NO” to any of the questions above, please provide a short explanation why you still believe you are eligible to apply for this fellowship

All comments provided here will be seen by both the Research Facilitation Team and departmental sift panel members. If you wish to raise anything in confidence, please contact the fellowships team directly fellowships@physics.ox.ac.uk 

≤100 words

	

	If applicable, please provide a short justification for any career breaks, part-time work, or other circumstances affecting your eligibility:

All comments provided here will be seen by both the Research Facilitation Team and departmental sift panel members. If you wish to raise anything in confidence, please contact the fellowships team directly fellowships@physics.ox.ac.uk 

≤100 words

	




Section C. Research Proposal

	Project title
≤20 words

	



	Aims and objectives 
State clearly what you want to achieve in this project. Outline the key research questions or hypotheses and the specific objectives you will address. Keep this concise and focused
≤125 words

	



	Approach / methodology 
Explain how you will deliver the project. Outline the methods, techniques, or approaches you will use, and why they are appropriate. You may briefly note potential risks and how you will manage them, but keep the focus on clarity and feasibility
≤200 words

	



	Novelty and Timeliness 
What is new or original about this project, compared to your previous or current research, and why is this the right time to undertake it?
≤100 words

	



	Fellowship Benefits
Briefly summarise the potential benefits to Oxford Physics and UK research resulting from this fellowship 

This section should be completed in collaboration with your Oxford Physics Sponsor. Sift panels will consider this as an important indicator of sponsor engagement, which is vital in putting together the main application

(≤100 words)

	





Section D. Contextual Information (Optional)
	Additions and/or requests for adjustments
Use this space to provide contextual information relative to your track record or personal circumstances (e.g. career breaks, caring responsibilities, illness, flexible working) or to highlight any accessibility adjustments or requests for adjustments you require (for either the application process or the fellowship itself).

This is not a requirement – you may leave this box blank if you wish.

You should not use this space to describe additional research skills, experiences, or outputs.

All comments provided here will be seen by both the Research Facilitation Team and departmental sift panel members. If you wish to raise anything in confidence, please contact the fellowships team directly at fellowships@physics.ox.ac.uk.

≤150 words
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